11 1808 ON
—1¢ )

Fables and Fairy Tales from arly China

%:#/BRIAN BRUYA (%)

okt > |

TSAI CHIH CHUNG

Bestselling comics author with
over 40 million books sold

AW AR H AR

0 @ @

)
0

0)

Q@ O O

-'"



BB IRE PSR

GHOSTS 7|

Fables and Fairy Tales from Early China

The writings of Chinese early thinkers have influenced all

facets of Chinese culture and society, from education to art, from
politics and warfare to common etiquette. The popular comic book
artist TSAI CHIH CHUNG has faithfully brought the wisdom of these
classics to life with his uniquely charming illustrations.

This series on Traditional Chinese Thought features the great thinkers of Chinese
histroy, including:

® Confucius, the sage of harmonious living

® Laozi, the Daoist sage of natural living

® Zhuangzi, the Daoist sage of freedom and spontaneity
® Sunzi, the sage of winning without warring

® Zen masters, the sages of living in the moment

.| TSAI CHIH CHUNG first came to prominence through his award-winning
| animated movies and his immensely popular daily comic strips. When

he turned his hand to the classics after a prolonged period of self-
education, they were acclaimed by critics and shot to the top of the
bestsellers lists. His books have been published in America by the
renowned publishers Princeton University Press and Knopf.

Brian Bruya is translator of the American editions and received

his Ph.D. in Comparative Philosophy from the University of Hawaii.
He is a professor and interpreter of early Chinese Philosophy and
Managing Editor of Shuhai Wenyuan, a website for the study of
Chinese philosophy.
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Anti-Ghost

Ruan Zhan’s

Ruan Zhan lived during the Jin dynasty and
was famous for his anti-ghost theory...

ghosts say they wear clothes when
they were alive. You might think that (
people have spirits that become ghosts
after death,but could you really
believe their clothes have spirits
and become ghosts, too?




I concede
to your
reasoning,

\
8\

Ha ,
ha,ha.

Nobody could argue against
Ruan Zhan’s anti-ghost

theory,and of course he
thought  he

Not even a
ghost could
contradict
my theory!

One day,a man came by to
talk philosophy.

The man was very eloquent ,and before
long they came to the topic of ghosts...

\ J

I’ve told you my
theory,and you're
speechless. Come
on,admit it,
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Everyone since the begin- % W

ng of time has known
there_are ghosts,and

S now  you
come along
and  say

For your information,
[ am a ghost!
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Ghosts...
there re-
ally are
hosts...

19

And after a year's time,
he fell ill and finally
passed away...

For a long time after that,
Ruan Zhan was very
disturbed...
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—It can be dangerous to
pin all your trust on your
limited knowledge and
reasoning without really
understanding a situation,
because one bright morn-
ing,the real thing may
come along to contradict

o MSE [0 > NS

[0 > S{SEM - EEM R

B - N

ey

e NIl o gﬁ'@;ﬁ[ o EE’Ngt}*‘p‘|

M ANCRER - S-S o BRGREEE> | a@h ¢ > sk - BT - BiZERE [

p:1
B
A
#
3
A
A
P
)
H
!
5
"
z
#
A
1d
#
]
Z.
%
X

3
#
H
i
H
?
B

B




Smatavwitiy
ALY

YTy Lt

Fptpepepaprichar L LTI
L T I YT TSNS

———————————

< osEm) o | REESK - KX o EERS - KERN -¥ | Ba - K e

A R X




RS EES
Turtle Magic

SRR




One day in Qinghe county during the time of Wei
Emperor Wen,Song Shizong’s mother was in the
bathroom washing up...
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Grandma'’s been I'llgosee | 222225
in there a long if there’s
time. How come something %E

she doesn’t come
out?

A N
Mom turned A \

into a big
turtle!
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Boo hoo!
How could

Uh oh! She’s I don’t care what you

turn into, you’ 1l always
be my mother. Let’s all
old her back. We can’

going
somewhere!

A few days later,she sneaked out of the
house when no one was paying attention,
made her way to
the water,and
swam away...
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Then after a few more days,
she came back...

you’ve

Grandma/ 10

never to return.

And then she was gone again,

At home,she went about according
to her usual habits.

It’s as if your
mother died. You

Absolutely not.
She may have
changed, but

she’s still alive.

I can’t give her
a funeral while

she’s still
living.

10

—The mother-son
relationship is the
most precious in the
world. No matter how
bad the son may be,he
will always be the apple
of the mother’s eye,and
no matter how the moth-
ermay change,she will
always be the son’s
nost beloved.




The Sow Bell




The
Sow
Bell

There was once a man from Wu prefecture
named Wang. One day when he was out in
his boat, he passed by the town of Qu’e. As
evening was falling, he moored his boat
at the riverbank.

It’s kind Hey! Why don’t you All
of spend the night on right.
dangeroug my boat,and you can
to be out start out again early

in the morning.
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Where do you

tell

s a gold bell
me, I’ just

for you to keep as
a memento.

hee. If she

Hee , hee,
won’t

Here
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I’11 just
knock on the

5| I'm looking for
23] the young lady
1 who lives here.

But I just

saw one go
through the

door!

There are
no young
ladies here.

_—

There’s only one
female,and she’s
a pig!

Sorry,but only
men live in
this house.

I

//”I//Wd

front leg was the gold bell.
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Huang Zhe Gets Lost
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went into the hills one day to
I'ma

There was once a young man
from Poyang county who
pick some berries...

Won 't this fog ever go
away? 1’ve been here for
death right here...

days with no food...
oner. ['ll probably starve to

Oh no!
’s the
road back
home?

Where
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You must be a
magical creature.
Can you help me
find my way

show the way.
Oh please,oh
please!
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So the tortoise started out with Huang Zhe on its back.

After walking about five miles...

it to the river.
And there’s a
merchant boat!
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You’re so good,
Mr. Turtle. Thank
you for bringing
me to safety.

I was trapped in the

hills for several days Thank you.
without food. Would
Certainly.
AL
N ~ ~
2 ol Q
13

You're so nice. No trouble at all. In return for your kindness,

I’11 give you a tip... over on
shore ,there’s a tortoise —
a very, very big tortoise!

Come right
on board.

Oh!




It’s a slow walker,so it
couldn’t have gone far.
If you hurry,I’m sure

We’ll go get it :_;,-
and be right
B back!

Ugh... Boils all over
my face. Ow! It
hurts, it hurts...

ﬁ/ / get back,
you can kill

7 it and make
medicine

out of it.

Yeah,and
when you
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1 don’t see We’ve looked
XS all over the
place...
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That little rascal
was trying to

O\

J\m\"‘% %

Where is that
guy?! The little

wrong with
him all of a
sudden.

They took him back to Poyang,but
Huang Zhe died soon after arriving...

—Not only are people
often ungrateful,but if
there is a chance for even
a small gain,they may
turn right around and
harm the one who helped
them.

If you lose your way,
there might be someone to
help you back. If you lose
your heart,you’'re lost

20
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These are for
you. Please,
please stop
errorizing us,

So the locals began sacrificing cows and e
goats to appease the serpent.

_\\mﬁ\‘\% g ~

5

Sssssss. You think a few bulls and
goats will take care of me? It’s not

that easy...

Once a year, bring me a young
maiden aged twelve or
thirteen , otherwise I’ 1l come
into the village and swallow

) AL
==

The snake appeared to me
in a dream. It said it won’t
stop unless we give ita
maiden once a year.
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I guess all we can

do is purchase a

Mo maiden from a

. destitute family
magis-

and offer her to

From then on, in the eight month
of every year,a young maiden
was sent to the mouth of
the snake s lair.

Year after year...
that’s already nine maidens...

%[ is here again,and

daughter was named Li Ji.

who had six daughters and no sons. The youngest

The eighth month

we don’t have a




/Dvn't speak such& W ! But you and Mom are
: nonsense! 1 so unfortunate to have
fed to the snake ouldn’t sell you so many daughters
$0 you can get a no matter how and no sons. We’'re

such a burden to
\\‘ you, and we have
no way to repay

If you sell me,at least please let f{oolish cﬁiﬂfii t
you can get some money me do this ow could 1 le
in return! one thing ou be eaten by

for you!

If he won’t Mr. Magistrate, I
4w | send me,I’ll volunteer to be sacrificed Bilsita
= £0 on my to the snake.Please send good
own. the purchase money to daughter

== my poor father.
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She mixed rice pudding with
honey and set the large jars in

front of the snake’s lair...

On the appointed day, Li Ji set out

ke
R
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for the snake’s lair with a sharp

sword and a dog.
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Bite it! Don’t
let go!
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) ‘ Let’s see if you \

ever try to
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W Take that you 7 ‘: Y
vile beast! > \\
Die! Die}
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These bones in
the lair must
belong to the

other nine girls,

the snake.

It’s so sad that you
never put up a fight
and got devoured by

40 The king of Yue heard about this event and gave
a large reward to Li Ji’s family. He made Li Ji
his queen, and elevated her father to the status of
nobleman , with land to go along with it.
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And Donzhi has never been menaced by such an
evil beast since.

30

—People often make
compromises in a bad sit-
uvation , not realizing that if
they just face up,there is
no evil that cannot be
overcome.



Redbud
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What about the
redbud tree?

One day in Jingzhao, Tian Zhen and his two

younger brothers were busy dividing up their
deceased father’s estate after deciding each to

Redbud

1\

late, we’
do it

Why don’t we
just cut it into
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Today we
can finish
dividing

It must have heard us
talking about cutting it
up. It looks like we
humans are no better
than a tree.

Come on little brothers,
let’s not split up. Why
don’t we keep on living
together?
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Selling a Ghost
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Y In Nanyang there was a clever young man
S gesRe: by the name of Song Dingbo

“’g

and late one

7~

4]

A

upon a ghost...

¥ night when he was out walking,he came
- :ﬁ%\é% 7
/ 4

Where are you
going?
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Walking is too
slow. What do you
say we take turns
running while
carrying one
another?

I’11 carry you first.
And then pretty
$00N YOu can carry

LS

s

A g'?o&‘s& s
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AR

You’re so
heavy. You're
not really a

I’m a new ghost,
so I’m still kind of

It is faster
this way.
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new at this \
[don’t

know what
kinds of things we
ghosts should be
afraid of.

13

ey,how come
you make a

sound when you
cross water?

I told you,I just died.
[’ m not yet used to
crossing water without
making a sound. Don’t
be alarmed.

The thing we
ghosts fear
most is people
spitting on us.

Ha,ha. We’ve
arrived at Wan
Market just
before ,,.\
daybreak!

Let me
down!
['m afraid

Heh, heh.
I’1l put you
down soon
enough!
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It should be
bright enough

now. Down

Hey,you aren’t
a ghost,you're
aperson! I
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Ha,ha,ha. He turned
into a goat...
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Mister Butcher! 1just happen | 26 A hundred
Would you like to be short of pounds at one
goat meat cash per pound.
today. That will be 100
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¥ When other people found out
ﬂ:i- A about this, they would say: ekl
% that ghosts are
3 scary, but people
Z are the scary ones.
o If you make the
. wrong friends,
B you’ 1l be sold off
2 like a goat without

ever realizing it!
That’s why they
say: Beware of
strangers!

Dingbo sold a ghost and
got 100 cash for it.
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The Weaving Fairy
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During the Han dynasty,there lived a young
man in Qiansheng by the name of Dong Yong.
He grew up making a living with his father in
the fields.

I’ 1l have to sell
myself into bondage
to get money to pay
for a funeral. That’s
what 1’1l have to

I’m so poor, I
can’t even give
him a funeral...

When his father suddenly fell
ill and died,he was powerless
to give him a proper burial...

What a
good
son...

- e
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6 |Why don’t you

take this money
2 |now, and e talk ka7 tog
P i about the bondage your kimdiness. I

dissue another day...

So he buried his father and observed the customary
three-year mourning period. ;
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pretty woman
doing in these
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You are well-known I am a poor man Don’t worry. | know 13
for being S“Fh a good and unable to how to weave,so |
son. [ am u{llhng to be support a family. can help out. 1 won't
your wife if you will be a burden.
5 [}
14
So the two went together to the home of their b
new master... .@& -2
)
)
ja L_ I
able to bury my father. You really are Yes. She will help My name
Now I am here to be trustworthy. me repay the debt. is Zhin.
your servant and repay And is this

the debts. your wife?




What can your
wife do?

She weaves.

=90f silk fabric,and when

k. Here’s what we’ll
do: you have your wife
weave one hundred bolts

So Dong Yong’s wife went to work weaving silk cloth for
their master ,and after only ten days she was finished.

21

It’s all done.

You'rea
free man
now. Go
back and
develop your
OWnN career.
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Now we can
start a loving
family

2% No more debts.

finished , I must

return. Good-bye!

Now that my work is
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The Beautiful Turtle
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Zhang Fu was from Xingyang,
and once when he was traveling
on a river in the wilds...

1

What a pretty
woman ,and out
here all alone,.
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and why are you
approaching
me?
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But it’s raining, and \\\\\ X
you have no coveron \'\\"
your boat. Why don’t
you come on board my A

O.K. Sorry for

the trouble.

b ¢ \\\\\\\\\\

I sure have a way
with women.
Picked up a pretty
little mermaid just
like that.

“,
Y

And about 3:00 a.m.,
the rain stopped...
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Oh! She’sa
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What kind of
monster are you,
fooling me like

12 You invited
me in,you

can’t blame

me!

She was a turtle all a-
long,and her boat was
nothing but a log...

—TFor those
who like to fool
around ,beware!
What you think
is.a beautiful
mermaid could
turn out to be a
monster.
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In Wei prefecture,there was once a man
named Zhang Fen. Originally he was
fabulously wealthy,but all of a sudden,he
lost everything...

And he had to sell the house. The
buyer’s name was Cheng Ying.

Not long after moving in,Cheng Ying’s Ohh
whole family came __ <
down withan ‘=
llj illness...
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I’ d better
check it
out before
moving in.

A This house must be
haunted ,and that’s
what’s causing all the
§ trouble.
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Do I smell
the presence
of a human?

How now,
Thin Waist?
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As long as
there aren’t
any. Keepa

Here’s one
dressed in yellow,
and one in white.

So this iswho’s
causing all the
trouble.
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There is the \ No,no.
0

smell of a humans

human here. hisvadboen
here.
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As long as there
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Soit’s these

spirit’s that are {2 )
haunting the house. [FLEl4&
Let’s see if I can
do something
about
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No,no,no |

£ LT no humans

Do I smell the
presence of a

Ho N
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#
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That was money.
He resides five

steps from the well |

in front of the hall.

Who was that
one dressed in
green a few

minutes ago?

And the one
in yellow?

That’s gold.
Under the west
wall in the hall.

3 \Q
Silver. ‘ =R 4 D
And the Beneath the IIF'] a pcst;le. R
ik “}’ column in 11(:’ 5 ll1n -
white? the noviheasi tchen.
corner of the

wall.
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The next morning, He Wen went out and dug
holes according to what the ghost had said...

- A "“ _:.-'- T

‘[ Sure enough,
he found five
hundred pounds
of gold and
silver  and

From then on,He Wen,himself was
fabulously rich and the house was
once again peaceful.

33
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—Underhanded
gains are the begin-
ning of the end,so if
you plan on hiding
them in your house,
be careful because
even treasures can
cause trouble!
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| A Girl’s Horse

.l

CRIERTA
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Can you bring
my father
back for me?

A long,long time
ago,a father went
off to war and left
7 his daughter and her

stallion at home...

Eh? There he

If you could |5
bring back my

’d even marry

father,I’d be
so happy that
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Huh? This horse
looks just like the
one I left at home.

Could something
be wrong at




Are you all

Yes,I just missed
you,so I told the
horse to go and

all right! He really
did find me and

Here you go,a
little reward

doesn’t
want to eat...
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et in there!

;

Are you
crazy?

I would marry him..,

I didn’t mean it.

I kiddingly said that if
he brought you back

What’s the

matter with

or we’ll be the
laughingstock.

Don’t tell anyone,

Why does he get so
excited when he
looks at you?

I can’t believe

This is
preposterous!

21122

ERRE - WAEEE o | ST - IEKE o WK -+ [48 | 37 - =242 o | g ursEkm o
TR o m Rt - HRBKN o JH I -+ [4SRG - EBRIb#PBE - KM - B R o MR
[ | mKRASEKK M WS - <REPNE) o SEHAREE ™ - LMK - ML a8 33 o K R - )
HEDFHm - RERRM<ERE - DNREDAS ] SRO - REN o WO ILSEE -
B4 o MR - [ ~ % | mOKGRISRR - SRPAD - IR - CRIBNE - REE | 2k o R -

62



\\_dare touch my
daughter?'

You beast! You’ d& \K 1“\ bnez
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5 Her father killed the horse and laid the hide
out in the yard to dry.
One day when the daughter was chatting
with a neighbor friend near the horse’s hide
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And it’s too late
for regrets!

This beast thought it
could take a human as

its wife and ended up
) being slaughtered and

skinned for it. No

f  huff

huff, hy
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The horse hide
suddenly flew up and
carried your daughter
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It’s changing
into a... a... a
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It’s a giant silk
COCOON...

.

The cocoon was large and thick. Some
R of the neighbor women took it

home,and the
A&® from it

silk
was

£) much superior
to common silk.

38
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From then ox:i ,the kind of tree it was in
was called the sang (mulberry) tree.
sang sounds like ‘¥’ sang (to die).

trees to raise silkworms.

The reafter,people all planted mulberry

—Confucius said:
“Hasty  promises
are seldom kept.”

Tragedies often be-
gin with joking
around.  Simple
jokes can some-
times lead to big
trouble, so be care-
ful what you say
and to whom you
say it.
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Rainbow : ol
@ Man At
F K In Bagiu county of Laling prefecture, =
B 2 there once was a man named Chen Ji.
B F Because he went off to serve an
- 2 0 important government post,he
Al . had to leave his wife alone at
S 2 home.
7
#
1 3
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[ knew you were
lonely, so I came
to spend time

with you.

Not long after he was gone,a tall laandsome man
often appeared at the house... "%
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[live where | 1 o0k at that, as soon as her
waFer ﬂov'vs husband is gone, she goes and
beside a hill. | hooks up with another man...

Where do
you live?
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That’s strange.
Every time this
fellow comes to
see her,a rainbo

This water
is very
sweet. Go
ahead and
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Although he comes from
just drinking some
stream water , he looks
normal enough!
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It’s a boy!
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Oh no! My
husband will be
home today!
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You must leave right
away! But what
about the baby?

S

Don’t forget to
- take him out and
feed him!
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And I’ ll never

leave you
alone again. After a few years...

a beautiful
rainbow!




After a time...

Oh,nothing...
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Taken away
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It’s them...

You take care
of yourself now.
Good-bye,

I brought our
son back to
See you.

It’s... It’s all
like a dream...

—The youthful
wife inside her room,
ignorant of tension,

A springtime day,
her face made up,
she mounts the green
pavilion;

But when she sees
beside the road a
weeping willow tree,
She rues the dispatch
of her groom in search
of fame and fortune.
All you men who are
immersed in your
work must be careful.
Don’t leave your wife
at home alone, or she
may fall in love with a

rainbow.




Singed Paulownia
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The Burnt
Zither

cooking fuel...

He ended up in a place called Wu.
When he arrived,he saw a man %
burning good paulownia wood as

In the time of Han Emperor Ling , there lived a man from Chenliu prefecture
by the name of Cai Yong. Several times he gave the emperor unwelcome
advice and was subsequently exiled to the far reaches of the empire.

crackle

Hey that’s a fine piece
of paulownia! Sell it to
me so I can make a

,crackle

Sorry about the 2
burnt end , there.
Can you still use it?

The log was made into a zither,and the
sound of it was splendid. Because it was
singed on one end,people called it the
“burnt zither”.




Story of the Conch
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At the time of Emperor An of the Jin Dynasty °
ere was a young man named Xie Duan. He _3%&
ost his parents when just a boy and
. aised him o

Such a good kid.
He really should
find a wife and
start a family...

I can’t even take
care of myself, how
could I take care of
a family?

Hey! What a big
snail! And it’s
still alive!

w
/ - O
e =

s
(\%0

\ i,
= 2
/ //‘/{‘ iy ZE

—= — &y >

I'1l take it
home and raise
itin a jar.
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Ten or so days passed,
and Xie Duan still went
out early in the morning
and returned late at

night after tending

the fields. Then one

Eh? There’s
smoke coming
out of my
chimney!

Who made
dinner for me?

And my clothes
have all been

It must be the
woman next door
helping me out
with a few
household
chores!

1011

For several days thereafter,every time
Xie Duan returned home , all the chores
had been done.
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The woman next door
is so nice. She’s really

gone too far.

I’ d better go
thank her.

Thank you so
much for helping
me with my
chores.

14

You’re the one hiding a
wife over there. Why
are you thanking me?

That

|

What was she
talking about?

e
L

’s strange.

W

\

14
N

3
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A

The next day, Xie Duan got p
with the rooster’s crow and went
out into the fields as usual...
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I’1l sneak back b
and see what’s =

A beautiful
woman is
coming out of
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it

give
back to you if

yOu answer my
questions.

'l

I’m a fairy from Heaven. My
name is Baishui Sun. God felt
sorry for you,so he sent me

here to help out.

28129
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Who are you and where

do you come from? And

why are you helping me
with my chores?

My shell’s
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30

Someday you will get
rich and marry and start
a family. That’s when I
would leave.

Originally I was supposed to
stay here for ten years, but now
that you have spied on me and
found me out, our time together

™ have to end.
|\

~
R ‘y P -

It would be impossible
to stay longer. I must

\'b\g. help you |} \

But if you keep the shell
and fill it with rice,you
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Talk about bad
luck. I ruined my
own good fortune.

After that, Xie Duan set up a
little altar to the fairy and
made offerings according to

the calendar.
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She said if I fill this
with rice,I’1l never




Hey! It’s
overflowing.

: 40

41

Gradually, Xie Duan made more
and more money and became
known among villagers as having
a small fortune.

Later, he chose a wife from the village
and started a family.

He also had a temple built to
the fairy. It is what we now
know as Sun Temple.

He even went into government
and worked his way up to
district magistrate.

—Every blade

of dew. Cherish
what little you
have,and perhaps
someone will come
along and quietly
look after you,
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2

It is said that one
day in Wu
prefecture,a
white-haired
scholar strolled
into town...

I'am Doctor Hu.
I'm a professor by
trade,and I’ ve
come to start a

You can hold 3
class in front of
the temple ,and [
guarantee you’ll
have many
students.

So Doctor Hu stayed
in Wu to teach...

The Way of great learning lies in
expressing one’s clear virtue, in
renewing the people ,and in
abiding in perfect goodness

He up and left

without saying

He teaches a
few months
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Not long after,on a certain
holiday in the ninth month,the
students went for a hike...

6 [7 Only after things are investigated
can understanding be extended;

Eh? X\ only after understanding
Someone is P extfonklesh can
ey intentions be made
5 g hp sincere ;only after

ere on the intentions are made
mountain..

sincere can the mind
be ordered ; only after
the mind is ordered
can the self be
cultivated ; only
after the self is
cultivated...

That voice sounds
familiar, could it
be Doctor Hu?

...can the family be regulated ; only
after the family is regulated can
the state be governed;only after
the state is governed can peace be
brought to the land.

All the
students

And the teacher is
Doctor Hu, but
he’s a fox!
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Tomb of the Three Kings
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be angry...

The Sword
During the Warring States period in the state of Chu, there lived a

* F 7 R husband and wife named Gan Jiang and Mo Xie. They promised
4 R % % to forge a precious sword for the king of Chu,but it took them
. B O# o: three years to finish it...
N
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= M B Finally. The I told the king I
£ Z £ two most would forge a sword
F 1 9 precious for him, but since it
B C swords in all has taken three
2 # the land! years, he is sure to
’ =]
A :
g
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When I get there, I
know he’ll put me to
death. If you give birth
to a son, you must have
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When the boy grows up, tell
him to face the Southern
Mountains, and in a pine above
a stone he 1l find the other

I heard that he
actually made
a pair of
swords and
only brought
you one of
them.

would take you one

So Gan Jiang presented his
sword to the king...

Yadh

You told me it

year to make a

How dare you try
to fool the king!
Execute him!
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Son, you
must get
revenge...

® had grown older...

One day when Chibi

11

12

w® ®

Shortly thereafter, Mo
Xie really did give
birth to a son,and she
named him Chibi...

;
gl !

Mom, where
is my father?

the king, but since it

took too long to
make, the king had
him executed.

>
@,
Your father once | 16 Before he left here, your father
forged a sword for told me to tell you to face the

Southern Mountains,and in a
ine above a stone you will find
the other sword.
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17

I won’t let him down.
I’ 1l find the sword and
get revenge.

“A pine above a
stone.” I wonder if
it’s this pine post.

He said to face
the Southern

Mountains , but I
don’t see any
mountains!

21

Hey,it is in
the post...

Father,I shall use this
precious sword crafted
by your hands to take
the king s head and

> e BB TR - <Pk HH ho

avenge your death!
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I’ m going to kill
you,king! I'll

23

24

I had that nightmare
again about the boy
with the sword...

RuE =Pk Sy

Sy~ =
. ~ s g\ {W \
ob__"/ Make up some posters %}

'/ advertising a reward

for the kid’s capture!

From then on,every
night the king was =
wracked by nightmares
about a child wanting to
kill him...
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Those darn posters
are all over the place.
How am I supposed
to get revenge now?
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29

You’re much too
young to be so sad.
What’s the matter?

B

I am the son of
Gan Jiang and Mo
Xie. The king
killed my father,

I"ve heard that there is a
reward for your head. 1’1l tell
you what, if you give me your
head and your sword, I will
help you get revenge.
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If you can do it,

It’s in your
my head is a small

hands now!
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Such courage at such
a young age. That’s
hard to find

t let you down.

epart in peace.
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So the king set up a big cauldron and boiled the head for
three days and three nights ,but Chibi’s head didn’t
change at all. It just floated there on top...

n \)?/)1

personally go
forward and view
the head before it
will dissolve.

He'll be happy
with your head )
boiling next to his!
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t let him

get away!
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I can’ttell
which one’s

52 All three
heads are
dissolving.

Which one is
the king’s?
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We can’t tell which 54 |Chibi and the assassm

head it the king’s. were both brave and
How are we supposed chivalrous men. We
rto give him a proper

burial?

So the people buried the three heads in one tomb and called it
the Tomb of the Three Kings. It is in North Yichun county,
Runan prefecture.
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The Stupid
God of
Thunder

In Wuxing, there was a farmer by the name of Zhang Gou.
Once when he was out farming in the middle of the fifth month...

Time for
lunch and a
little rest...

thing I do!

What is this! Some-
one’s always eating
my lunch, and I'm
going to find out
who if it’s the last

Hey! Who ate
my lunch again?

So the next day, he put his lunch in the same
place and hid off to one side, waiting...

SO
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It’s a snake!

m
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Now I’ve got
you ,and you
won 't get away!
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Stay still! I'm
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gonna get even
with you!

Get back here!
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A farmer hit
me with an ax!

Moujia,how’d
you get hurt?

Let’s tell the god
of thunder to strike
him down!
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Ohh! What kind
of justice is this?!

e VS = N
Heaven made me poor,but I work
hard farming the fields. Now a
snake steals my lunch,and I’'m
punished instead! Why strike me
you stupid god of thunder!

)
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All the snakes
are dead. Now
I’ m happy.

......
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But with this

kind of —The people in
blind-to-justice power should act
god around, according to fairness
how can one and justice. The one
not worry! who levels the

complaint isn’t
always in the right.
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In the dim and distant past, in the time of King 1
Gaoxin,an old woman in the king’s palace
developed an ear affliction.

There’s a scratching
sound in my ear,and
the pain is killing me...
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( Ah! It’s some
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to be strange kind of Swit s
something in A bug as big as a bug causing
there. I'll all the trouble.

have it out in
a moment.

{

Oh no! What kind
of odd creature will
1t change into now?!

She put it in a dish (pan) and covered
it with grass (hu)...
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The bug turned into a
five-colored dog. This is
one wierd thing after

King Gaoxin named the five-colored dog
Panhu and raised it in the palace...

At the same time,
a powerful
barbarian general
of the Rong tribe
named Wu was
threatening
China’s Western
borders...

A report, Your
Majesty. The
anti-Rong force
has been defeated
again. The
situation has
reached crisis
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And although Gaoxin had sent hm .
best generals to fight him,none - P
had been able to defeat him... 15 BEK

Whoever can bring me the
head of the Rong general Wu
shall receive one thousand
gold cash, a fiefdom of ten
thousand households ,and my
daughter in marriage.
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situation.

My daughter For the peace and safety| 12

I’ m sorry to of our country it is only

have mngm right to sacrifice the| What brave
ou in such happiness of your| warrior has

Zn awkward daughter.| brought it?

The head of
the Rong
general Wu

14

The one who brought
me Wu’'shead is a
dog,indeed , but how
can I give my daughter
away to a dog...
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Panhu is still just
an animal. You
can’t enfeoff it
with a noble title,
let alone marry the
princess to it!

Even though it 17 Father,you made a pact
accomplished a with the whole land. You
great feat, you must not lose credit with
sill can'ulfill | g .

your promise.

!l The king stresses principles,and the
noblemen stress trustworthiness. You
cannot violate your oath on your poor
daughter’s account,otherwise the
country will face disaster.

and eliminated a great scourge on
our country. It was ordained by
Heaven. Is it something just an
ordinary dog could
ccomplish?
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So Gaoxin acted according to
his daughter’s wishes and sent
her off with Panhu.
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21

Panhu carried the princess up into
the Southern mountains,which
were so steep and dangerous that
people never went there.

The princess and
Panhu settled
down in a stone
house in a valley
and started their
new life together.

NIHJ

|
hif

weather and mountain fog.

Gaoxin missed his daughter and sent men to check up
on her,but they were always blocked by inclement

After three years,the princess had given
birth to six boys and six girls...
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Their ancestors multiplied

and grew into their own
x After Panhu passed tribe. Gaoxin granted them
> away, the children an entire mountain area and
. intermarried and
# lived generation after
A generation...
=
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The Manyi people looked stupid in appearance but had in-
telligent minds. Living peacefully in their villages, they
honored their traditions and even worshipped Panhu by
mixing fish and meat together in a pot and rapping on the
side of the pot while yelling out.

o &) > 2 &Y

i um\\\‘g&i\

7] /Irlllln \\\ W\

(b - BN o BESRAT| |2t - BN - S R |

=
7

—Sometimes stories are created to explain questions
that seem unanswerable. Where we and other peoples
come from can seem like great mysteries. The story of
Panhu explains the origins of the barbarian (manyi)
tribes that once thrived in southern China.
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In Xinyu county, Yuzhong prefecture,
a young man was tilling the fields when
he saw six or seven women pass by
wearing feathered clothing...

The
Feathered
Woman
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It sure is strange
to see so many
pretty girls out in
the middle of

nowhere...
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Ah! Someone’s

And here are their

D\
Ry
take one
\l'- 2

'l just
as a little memento
ﬁ
an

skinny-dipping in
broad daylight

They're
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cranes,and
they're fly-
ing away...

I’ ve got her
feathered clothing,
so I guess she

Please give
me my
clothes
back...




I'1l give them
back if you
promise to marry
me and be my

O.k.,but someday (R = ===
you'1l have to give B=S

my feathered S
clothes back to me.

The feathered woman re-
ally did stay and marry
the young man...

AN

After several years,they even had three
cute little children...

thinking about
my sisters
back home!
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him.
I heard that
you hid away
a piece of pretty
feathered

clothing,and I
was wonderin,
where it is.

I have a piece o

your father hid
away ,s0 [ can’t go
back. Do you
cnow where he

How do you
know about
that? It’s
hidden in the

You can play with it,
but whatever you do,
don’t let your mother

Wow! It's so
pretty!
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26 Mom, with Not only am I pretty

with it on,but I can
turn into a bird and

I’m going to
go home and
ee my family.
Be good,

turned into a
bird and
flew away,
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Ohno! She
came back to
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Don’t go!

Don’t take the
children away!

Please come
back! Please!

Stay here... Why

won’t you stay...

—In the olden days,hus-
bands had all the power,and wives
were nothing more than servants. A husband
could send the wife away at any time,but an
unhappy wife didn’t have this kind of free-
dom. It must have been the dream of every
unhappy wife to be able to put on some feath-
ered clothing and fly away.
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