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The Life of Sima Qian, author of China’s greatest 1
. historical work, The Historian’ s

) N Sl_rna Records, was bomn in the town of
( X7 Qian . Longmen in the year 145 B.C.,
N © o less than a century after the
: ° close of the Warring
° States period.
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Mouling was about 18 miles from
the capital Changan and happened

to be where Emperor Wu of the
Han dynasty was building a tomb
for himself.

His father assumed the post of
Grand Historian five years later
in 140 B.C. and the .
family moved to the ‘&@
village of Xianwu in = Tf
the county of Mou, &
also called Mouling.
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= —— X yarieties of people, even

i / the famous cavalier Guo Jie

was forced to move there,
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-4 creating a new and

% vibrant metropolis.

]




. . 6R7 And he often spent time with
At the age of ten, Sima Qian began the people of]

studying the classics under his teacher Mouling, thus E O OHEF 4
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He climbed Kuaiji
Mountain in search He went to Jiuyi Mountain to

of the Cave of Yu; see the tomb of Shun;
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and in

the north he crossed the
Wen, and Si rivers;

He boated down the Yuan

and Xiang rivers
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distant commanderies

even farther.From the
of Ba and Shu, he
continued south,

This time he went
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He then continued west out of the Chu fiefdom and through the

Liang ftefdom before finally
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On this journey, he also SRER Then he returned to the capital.

looked into some of the
southwestern minority
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Master, you’ve

arrived just in
time. Your father
has fallen ilf,
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From the earliest times, our
family has been astronomers
and historians, renowned in
hievement and reputation, but

now the line will be broken
with my passing.




After 1 die, you must 25
become Grand Historian,

and if you do, you must
complete my work.

Today the emperor is conducting 'H,,
the Feng sacrificial ceremony at
Tai Mountain. Such an important
event, and I, the Grand Historian, o
was not invited.It is —".
an insult! An outrage!
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From the death of the \
founders of the Zhou dynasty'\'{
to the birth of Confucius, five \\ N
hundred years passed, ’
and from the death of
Confucius up to
now, nearly another
five hundred years
have passed. The first five
. centuries were recorded by
Confucius in his Spring &
Autumn Annals, but no one has
compiled and recorded the events
of the last five centuries.
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‘\, In this time, there have been \ ,'// ¢

many great sovereigns and I [ /
ministers, heroic deeds, and tragig'

N\ Historian have yet to (">
\_record them... P 'g

If you succeed me, you must take
up the burden of recording these
five hundred years of histo

28

Three years later he assumed his
father’ s previous position as
Grand Historian.

Father!

When his father died, Sima
Qian was thirty-six years old.

As such, he had free access to all

of the records and documents
stored in the palace.
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In the year 104 B.C.
Sima Qian took up his
brush and began writing
The Historian’s Records.

™

Five years later, when he was
@ forty-seven years old, disaster /,
struck by way of the “Li Ling
[ .
4 Affair”.
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32 33
Due to the previous success of Li Guang, .
Wei Qing, Huo Qubing, and other generals i /"
b e

in battling the northern Xiongnu tribes, Han
Emperor Wu had initiated a policy of

continued expansion.In the end, however,
with the emperor’s in-law Li Guangli as
the main player, the results of the Xiongnu
invasions were less than
desirable.

34
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Li Ling was a grandsen of the eminent
general Li Guang. His orders were to
follow Li Guangli in attacking the
Xiongnu from Qilian Mountain.
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men led by Xiongnu chieftain, the Chanyu!

But what Li Ling found was a main force of eighty-thou&b -~ 'ﬁ?/
ey o

> bitter fighting,” half]
@~ of the Han army
) killed

3 and their

5«; weapons

had been

d, yet

they Had

After eight days of]

= \‘) been

supp(l)¥
G

killed or

“ over ten
¢thousand

of the
enemy.
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With no supplies or reinforcements, they had no choice /
but to surrender to the Xiongnu. W




v Li Ling should "y
anF Li S have died in battle R
i € \ make up for hig &3
Ling’s o |\ Mmake up for his
defeat and TN =) defeat!
surrender )
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the throne.
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Your Majesty, with fewer than five thousand
men, Li Ling entered deep into the tiger’s lair
and did battle with the Chanyu for ten days.After
killing over ten thousand enemy soldiers, his
own supplies were exhausted, there was no

room for retreat, his men were dying left
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' i and right, and help never arrived.So
urrender was his only choice
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Your criticisms
of Li Ling are
out of line.
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How dare you :

criticize my
policies.Put him

wealth, not to mention that neither friend

money in exchange for clemency, but
Sima Qian didn’t have that kind of

was the ve

In fact, the greatest error

ry
toward
u

e X

on
We should
never have

used force to...

Q | cxccuted.One was to pay a large sum of
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The other way to avoid
execution was to aeeept the
punishment of castration.

Most scholars and officials of \‘
Y

the time would rather have died

than aceept castration, but..

Yes, Father, I will
record the events of the
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Sima Qian!Have N ,
you made up SN g Let’s getit
your mind?What s I choose " over with!
it going to be? . | castration!
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More often than
not, life is a

disappointment.
- ppo

Je 4
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Sima Qian got to thinking how many
men in the past had overcome terrible
hardships to create great works.
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at Youli, he developed the
Book of Changes.Confucius
was trapped between
= Chen and Cai, yet he
wrote the Spring &
Autumn Annals, o
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Sun Bin hadhis feet chopped

en Qu Yuan was exiled, he wrote his  |treatise on military theory, and
masterpiece, Li Sao, and after Zuo Qiuming |when Lu Buwei was exiled to
lost his sight, he wrote the Guoyu; Shu, he completed the

o
/ off but went on to write his ( .
Wh

Lu Spring & Autumn;
&
\
7
59 =" A 60
1
‘).li And then there was Han

Feizi, who had his famous

Didn’t these illustrious men
vent their frustrations

through their writings so that
they might act as reminders
to later generations?
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62

Emperor Wu.

and went on to write the Historian’s Records, in
which he recorded over two thousand years of
running all the way down to his contemporary, Han

So Sima Qian overcame the shame of his debilitation
history beginning with the time of Yao and Shun and
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63

In about the year 91 B.C., the Historian’s Records
was finally completed. Totaling 130 sections, it was
divided into five main categories: Basic Annals,
Chronological Tables, Treatises, Hereditary Houses,
and Memoits.
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Not only is the Historian’ s Records a book
of great historical worth, it is also a literary
masterpiece.So whether speaking of Chinese
history or literature, the Historian’ s Records
stands out as both a milestone and a treasure.
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The Four |1 Near the
. end of the
Princes Warring
States period

(475-221 B.C.), the
state of Qin was
growing stronger by
the day and  expanding
eastward. As for the six other
major states, the leadership
role had changed hands
from Qi early on to Zhao
at the time our story
begins.Only Zhao
could go head to
head with Qin.

S5
S

The governments of the six states lay not in the
hands of the kings, but in the hands of certain

powerful members of the roygl families.

Lord Mengchang of Qi
Lord Pingyuan of Zhao
Lord Xinling of Wei

Lord Chunshen of Chu
Otherwise know as the Four
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Lord Mengchang
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Tian Ying was the | He held the post of prime minister of
son of King Wei |Qi for eleven years, and when his
of Qi and the mephew King Min ascended the throne, _
brother of his [Tian Ying was enfeoffed o
successor, King

Lord
MengChangp £,
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One of his low-level
concubines gave birth
to a son who was >
named Tian Wen.

But Tian Wen's mother

couldn’t bear to do
it and so raised him
/| in secrecy.One <
) ”~
L

his child mustn’t
be raised.Get rid of
him.
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Unfortunately, day when
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Father, @y ;
" 5 Grandson what do you p e [
l call the son ,\ §
Z - of a Great When Tian Wen o LA R
Great of a son? Faz
s ® had grown, he was
& K Grandson very bright and °
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And what do
What do
ou call the
you call the 4
grandson of]
a grandson?
314

Father, you have been prime minister

? through the reigns of three kings, yet Y
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during this time, the size of the country
has not increased, your private estate has Tk
y_\amassed a fortune, and you have not one N @ is Ti
;%"\ worthy retainer.You herde alt of your N On account of this, Tian
'~ \wealth to pass it on to a descendant
SN whom you don’t even know
N what to call,
B

B WIS o SN - Bk - ORERE - NN - MW - i A T B

of his father who then asked
him to oversee the affairs of
the household, including

taking care of retainers.
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Assuming
the Reigns
of Xue
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- 2|3 All right, then,

And Tian Wen’s name was Some noblemen even . \
. . Tian Wen shall|
on the lips of neblemen ,4 / suggested to Tian Ying succeed me
throughout the land. that he make Tian Wen ’

his heir to the Xue fief,

- R - USRI - WS ESS - OIS

°f-§i‘*‘H>>“""z

. 2

t#
A7
%
i
#
&

And Tian Wen did,
When Tian | indeed, become Duke 3. ~&&

Ying passed of Xue.Sinc? he was \@
away, he was eventually given the

given the posthumous title of
*posthumous title Lord Mengchang,

|l “Lord Jingguo.” that is how he ig
X known to posterity.
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A Fair
Chance for
All

When Lord Mengchang solicited retainers, he
paid no attention to their status in society, and
treated them all equally.

Look at you.You dinex,

on delicacies and leave -
A the slop for us.How do y:
expect us to-pay’
allegiance to youl_

to measure the heart o
a gentleman Death is
y sole recompense}

N " Tused a petty mind ¢ /

From this time on, the number of
retainers rapidly increased, finally
. numbering several thousand.
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Highly
Skilled

recruiting
retainers,
Lord
Mengchang
certainly had
his ways.He
would
often _
place
some-

Where do W

you live?

Right now
I’ m staying at
a relative’s
house on the
east side.

during an 2

interview 2

to record the conversation. 1

2 Then if the interview went well, he | 3 This is a little o
would immediately order a gift sent something from
to the place where the prospect was
oWy
B

You’ve done
good, boy.Lord

us a present.

Sl

e
Q

<. the prospect’s undying devotion.

This approach never failed to win
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The 1 King Zhao of Qin|2 Olll]r great. kipg
d that Qi’s Lord . wishes to invite
Wooden car So he sent his own
Figurine and Mengehang was &1 e brother, Lord | Y20 BN 40
great worthy and|  jingvang, o the :
wished to invite him . state of Qin to
the Earthe state of Qi as a meet with him.

Figuringe

good.I don’t
think you
should gg

to advise Lord
Mengchang.
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When I was on my way here this
morning, I saw two small fig-
urines one made of wood and the
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it rains, you will
dissolve in the

<\ .':Q' v,

water, and that

will be the < <R

I was born of
earth, and when I am
destroyed I will return to
earth.But not you...

These days the state of Qin is
like a tiger or a wolf, and still
you insist that you must go.If
you cannot return, won’t it b
the earthen figurine that
gets the last laugh?
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Fine.After listening to
\you, I’ve decided not to
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The DOg « I the 25th f Qi :
. N n the year of Qi
i Thief and ,the ’ 3. King Min’s reign, the
Rooster’s B king sent Lord y

B 4

Lord Mengchang
is a worthy man,
but he is a prince
f Qi.If he works as
our prime minister,
he is still sure to
act in the best
interest of

Qi.

Knowing of Lord
Mengchang’ s A }3“\@2 Later, King Zhao was
abilities, King Zhao warned:

of Chu asked
him to be his
prime minister.
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And if that’s the
case, it will put
our country in

grave danger.

4 /,’ff him and think up an excuse
e
o0 have him executed!
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I can go swipe the
fur back for you.

Wait for
my news.

QL

- Really?That’ s

terrific.

First [ dress up

then I sneak in

like a dog and

through a

Hee hee,l
found 1t!

15

Hiya Kingy Wingy.
You know, that old Lord
Mengchang isn’t such a
bad guy.Since you don’t
want him as prime minister
you might as well just let /,
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Your highness!
Letting him
go is like
releasing a
tiger into th

Lord

Mengchang
got all the way
to Hangu pass,
but because it
was nighttime the
gate was locked .

The king did let him go, and Lord Mengchang
rushed away as fast as his horse would take him.
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- Bring back Lord
Mengchang dead

he gate doesn’t

open until the
cock crows, and
here come the
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See, all the

responding.
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So Lord Mengchang and his
cortege finally made it out of
Qin and safely back to Qi.

I can impersonate Fantas- 24
a rooster’'s crow. tic
Perhaps I can be
9‘ .
/
J Q
N

The guard thinks
it’s dawn.He’s
opening the gate.

0] Ux:!'J

When Lord Mengchang had first
taken in the dog thief and rooster
impersonator as retainers, the
other retainers had taken it as an
insult, but during the Qin peril,
those two were the heroes.From
then on, everyone admired Lord
Mengchang’s ability to spot
talent,
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Prime 1 On his way home from Qin, Lord Mengchang

. passed through Zhao, where Zhao’s Lord

Minister Pingyuan treated him with great courtesy.
of Qi :
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When the Zhao people heard
that a worthy from Qi was
passing through, they all
rushed out to get a ~p

look at him. w N

’ some big leader.

nothing but a
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You’ll never

( : (2% . . .
Lord Mengchang and (K‘\( X . / i King Min felt just

his band killed several ’(}(( : i B R horrible about the danger
hundred Zhao citizens ¥ 75‘:} : p he had put Lord

Mengchang in by sending
him to Qin.

and laid waste a city
before leaving.
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So as soon as Lord Mengchang returned,
he promoted him to prime minister.
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So Feng Huan was taken in and
lease do.| placed in the lower-level housing.
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Mr. Feng,
please come

ng sword, let
us be done!
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To support his many retainers, Lord
Mengchang depended on

payments from loans he had

made to the people in his fiefdom of Xue.But due
to a poor harvest that year, the people were unable
to make their payments plus interest.

A
2 -

sent to Xue to collect
the payments?

Which of the retainers 16
do you think could be
T

\h

17

That Feng Huan fellow in the
upper-level housing can’t do
much, but he’s sure a good
talker.I think you should send
him.

aaS

With three thousand retainers,
the income from my fiefdom
alone wasn’t enough to
support everyone.For this
reason, [ lent money to the
people there to make a profit
from the interest.

When we get 18
back, have him

come to see me.

What I didn’t expect was
that there would be a bad
harvest this year, and now
fisghe people are having trouble
%% \ paying the interest.I’ d like
you to go to Xue and

collect the money,




21

So Feng Huan departed Lord
Mengchang’ s and rushed to
Xue to collect the payments.
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22 can only pay
e, 8 pOTLON
_~Jight now.

have no
Anoney to pay
interest,
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After collecting ten thousand coins
of interest, Feng Huan went and
purchased a large amount of fine
wine and plump cattle.

LIH
| Mengchang.Invite 2 |
:

I'm throwing 2 e
banquet for all
those who
borrowed money RN
from Lord

of
-

all the ones who
paid, and the

oSk ind (FEABR) To W - MUTOHWE - M B - BN - N TSy

o HINE (FRMBRME) o WA - BB IEE - 4N TR

o IR (R HMEFTHE) Fro MERNSTT - WS- TR OF - Aok S
oI (RS ER) Fo HRXENSY - 2B RN - B . SRR

o T EME (ARt THo MTFE bR OIS B FEE MRy - PRI AR
ol T EW (I ) TF o BIASMNEN - NN - eSS oS ay




fe
&
u
+
Eil

%
#
Z
)
3
B
ks
$ S
#
X
A1
%
A
#
#
T
:
Z
]
3
*
T
#
7l
f
g
1
+

o I -HIEWS (AR ENEE) Tho BAMEE - e mb o S A

o N EW (FDHRMAT) Fro deriidl - BMBREY - NHE - ohHE - st im
o HAEM (HFHFE) o SR STu NSHEER « SRNE MDY « BHOL ST R - imb sy by

Fi
¥
5

3
b
bl
%
b=t
F
%
*
B
%
1t
=
¥
Fid
i
%
#,
[i]
£
/L\\
i
i
i
Z
%
%
R
#

£
UN
7

On behalf of
Lord Mengchang,
1 toast you all.
Drink up

and enjoy
yourselves,

26

When everyone was warm with liquor,
Feng Huan brought out the promissory
notes.For the ones who had the ability to
pay, he set a payment deadline...

—_

And for those who couldn’t pay at all,
he took the notes and burned them up.

The Duke of Xue loaned
you money so that even
the poor could start their
own concerns and make a
living.It was in order to
support his numerous
retainers, that he began
collecting interest.

Now, those who have
money have set a date fo
repayment, and those who
don’t, have been freed of
their burden.With such a
generous lord, ho g
can we go back A 37
on our word to Sj

him?
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With this, all the people
got up and bowed to him

No, no.Please,
have some more
wine and enjoy
yourselves.
in thanks.
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When Lord

Men chan%

heard that Feng Huan
had burned - % :
some of

thC . “m
promisso- h

Iy notes, Qﬂ‘&

he was

incensed

and sent an )
envoy to

call him back. o

I heard that after you collected
some money, you bought a bunch
of wine and beef and then burned
up many of the promissory|
notes. What’ s

If I hadn’t prepared a
banquet, I wouldn’t have been
able to get all of the people

together and I wouldn’t have
been able to tell who had
money and who didn’t.

For the people with money, I set a
payment deadline.For those who didn’t have
money, we could pursue them for ten years
and still not get anything. The interest would
accumulate year after year, and finally
they would flee.

\\\s

LG

If I had forced them into a

corner, they would blame you
for being ruthless and greedy,
and you would blame them for/**!
going back on their words..,

"3 you and your reputation will

34
But by canceling the
promissory notes that were Wonderful!
You’ve done

effectively worthless anyway, the 5
people of Xue will feel closer to ]
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Lord Mengchang’s|
renown has surpassed|
his own king’s, and on top!
s of that, Lord Mengchang is
united in an the one who really|

effort to controls the government

spread a rumor: of Qi.

The Meanwhile, the
rival states of

Persuader|Qin and Chu

Hmph!Relieve Lord
Mengchang of his post

immediately!
4]

]
=y Yes,
D : sire,
X
AN
(2
1 7 2
3
. 27 When word got out that Lord Mengchang had lost
his position as prime minister, most of the retainers
e picked up and left.

If you lend me a carriage, your

renown will again grace the
streets of Qi, and your personal
fiefdom will grow as well.

prepared a gift
and set out for
Qin to meet the
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When capable men move
to your country, it is in the
hope of strengthening Qin
and weakening Qi.

3
7
And when they move to
Qi, it is to strengthen Qi
and weaken Qin.

wr What plan do you hav 7 You must have
to keep Qin from heard of Lord
becoming the hen? Mengchang’s

Between Qin and Qi, it’s hard to
tell who’s the rooster and who's the
hen.The two can’t exist together obh8
for long, and whoever becomes
A known as the rooster will win

demotion?
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ﬁv‘x}* and now that the king of Qi has
iz

The person whoe brought Qi to
prominence was Lord Mengchang,

had him demoted because of some
false rumors, he’s extremely angry
and would do anything to get back

‘)\ [y }

Y Sk

If he were to come to Qin,
he could reveal everything
about the Qi government...

" Then you could
take Qi, and that

the rooster!

would make you

I suggest that
you send
someone for
him right away
so you don’t
miss this
opportunity! If
the king of Qi
has regrets and
restores Lord
Mengchang’s
post, it will be hard to say who is the
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When capable men move
to Qi, it is in the hope of
strengthening Qi and
weakening Qin.Likewise,
when they go to Qin, it is
to strengthen Qin and
weaken Qi.

hard to tell
whe’s the
rooster and
who’s the

-‘-

o5 Between Qi\\ b
and Qin, it’s \\(‘ \

hen.The two

can’t exist together long, and if you let Qin
become known as the rooster, Qi will be

in grave danger.

I heard that Qin has sent ten carriages with one thousand
ounces of gold inviting Lord Mengchang to Qin.
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If he goes, the hearts of people
all over may turn toward him, and
then Qin will become the rooster,
while Qi becomes the hen.

As soon as Qi becomes
the hen, your major cities
will be in danger.
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1 suggest that you take this time before the Qin
envoy arrives to restore Lord Mengchang’s post. It
would probably also be best to add to his fiefdom
as an apology.If you do this, Lord Mengchang is
certain to gladly agree.
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4
(L” Qin may be a strong state, but | A report for
. who do they think they are w
b bt g!
hiring another state’s prime
minister?If you can put and end
to this scheme of theirs, YO
you can sever their
chances of gaining
hegemony over the
other states.

A convoy of
Qin carriages
has just crossed
the border

more households.

Call in Lord
Mengchang
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So the king restored Lord Mengchang’s
post and even granted him a thousand
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Some
Things Are
Certain to
Happen

L
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When Lord Mengchang had lost
his post as prime minister, most .
of his retainers abandoned him,
and as soon as he regained his
position, they hurried back one by one,

I had three thousand
retainers once, but as
soon as I lost my post,
they all tumed their
backs on me.

Now, thanks to you,

I have my position | =

back.You tell me,

how do they have

the dignity to
return?

If they come in to see
me, I’ m going to spit
in their faces and tell

them off.




No, it was for your slip of]
the tongue just now.Have
%\ you ever heard the phrase,
“Some things are certain to
happen; some
events are
inevitable”?
—

I don’t see
what you're

getting at!

apologizing
for them?

other hand, has but a
few friends.This is a
fact of life!

Every living thing must die some day;
this is something all creatures will

experience.Likewise, someone who has
lots of money and a high position is sure
to have many people calling on him,
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Have you never seen the throngs ) out il com o e ke
_of people rushing to the market? ’(l ' o WI'l £ vou wivs s b
As soon as it’s light out, they Ny even if you wave your han'ds
U ) and call them in.
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they want to buy
aren’t available in

But that the things
the market at night.

1 hope that you will
accept them back and
treat them well.
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['1l do as you say.With

such advice, how could
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A Broken
. Later, Qi conquered the state of Song,
Line and when that happened the king’s
arrogance soared to such a height that
all he thought of was how to best get
rid of Lord Mengchang.
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Terrified, Lord Mengchang
fled to Wei, where the king
immediately made him
prime minister.

Lord Mengchang then formed a united front
with Qin, Zhao, and Yan and launched a
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King Min of Qi fled to the
city-state of Ju, where he

finally died.

not belonging to any one

1)

And Lord Mengchang remained apart from

all other nobiemen

’

After his death
King Xiang took
the throne,

Having just ascended the

throne, King Xiang
Mengchang and tried to
get on his good side

somewhat feared Lord

in]
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When Tian Wen finally passed away,
he was given the posthumous title

severed and none of his descendants survived.

Thus, Lord Mengchang’s noble line was
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other for succession of his title,

His children then fought each
and because of this,
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The Grand m
Sima Qian says:

I have been to the ruins of Xue, and the men
there are fierce and defiant, far different from those
in Zou and Lu, where Mencius and Confucius once
lived.I looked into the reason for this and was told:
“When Lord Mengchang was recruiting the best
heroes in the land, plenty of crooks and scoundrels
came to Xue, until they numbered over sixty
thousand households.” People say Lord
Mengchang enjoyed keeping retainers; there’s
certainly no:doubt about that!
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Lord P
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Lord

Plng yuan Lord Pingyuan was a prince of the state of Zhao.His name was Zhao
Sheng, but because “Lord Pingyuan” is his posthumous title, that’s
how later generations have referred to him.He was the most virtuous
and capable of all the nobles in Zhao.Just like Lord Mengchang, he
liked to keep retainers, who came to number in the thousands.
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He was prime minister His personal fief was the
under kings Huiwen and city of Dongwu.

Xiaocheng. Three times|
throughout his career hef .
was removed from this
post, and three times he
was reinstated.
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Behead- |1 Lord Pingyuan’s two-story mansion was located
: near the commoner’ s houses, and one day...
ing a “

Beauty as
Recom-

o EHEMR - MR Ao ALJWATEN Y

Look at the weird
way that crippl

] hilarious the way

4 ":‘(q \g‘)‘{f: e o
& Hahaha.That’s ‘Q{;* &
LY
Ly
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\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ Ha ha ha.
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see the head NN
of the household Lttty
I have something its

to say to him!
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I hear that you are fond of talented
people and that men come from all
over the land to pay allegiance to you
because you favor scholars instead of
concubines.] have the misfortune of
being lame, and one of your women
had the nerve to mock my way of
walking...

Okay,
okay.I’ Il

B have her \Q

v /) executed 4
8 o ﬂﬁ-ﬁ* ;

”// appease & ¥

7 [/

I want her head!

This old coot would | Despite what he had said to
kill one of my women | the old man, Lord Pingyuan
did not execute the woman...




More than a year passed.. and Lord )
Pingyuan’s retainers and close associates
had gradually decreased by over half.

I’ ve always been so good to
them. Why are they leaving

So that’ §
what it’ §

woman who mocked

the cripple.Your retainers
see that as a sign that you
favor concubines instead
of scholars.

“... Lord Pingyuan immediately had the
“~ woman executed and personally
%2 ;- took her head to the cripple’s
home, bowing to him three times
in apology.Only after this did
his retainers gradually retum.

16

At that time in the Warring States period,
Lord Mengchang of Qi, Lord Xinling of
Wei, and Lord Chunshen of Chu were all
competing to recruit the best retainers.
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Mao Sui |1

In the ninth year of Zhao's King

—/:g ; @ % Recom- Huiwen, Qin laid siege to the Zhao
4 7 ital Handan.
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l £ ? W H % you “special " have both courage and martial
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7 1’ve heard that your
delegation to Chu is
looking for one more
person.I hope that you
A will allow me to fill
the slot.

Just then a retainer
named Mao Sui
approached Lord

6 I— AN
8 4 : A worthy in the world is

How long have
you been here?

o like a nail in a sack the
" \sharpness will immediately
show through.

- - 4 N Ir- N =
N7 You’ve been here¥( 10 7 //2' I’ m here today beseeching ¥y
fm: three years, % you to place me in the sack. 3
and " ve never heard If T had had the chance to be Moo
anyone praise you) ,, placed in the sack before, rest |
Z7p\assured, it wouldn’t be
2 only sharpness that
showed through
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assistance...

So Mao Sui, Lord

Pingyuan, and the
others set out for Chu

All right.1' 1l
give you this

and they discussed uniting

When they arrived, Lord Pingyuan met with

the king of Chu,
4 in resistance against Qin.They talked on and

on about the advantages and
disadvantages for both sides,
but with no conclusion.
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This talk about advantages
and disadvantages can be
cleared up in two
sentences. What’ s taking

17

18
Who'’s that
guy?

He’s
with me.

I am speaking with
your lord. Why are you
interrupting us?Speak!

R ‘,\.('_

Yeou yell at me because you’re backed by a
populous state.But now in just a few steps
your life rests in my hands and your
populous state would be of no avail to you.
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No, they merely
capitalized on the
circumstances of the time
and put there armies in

because they had man
soldiers?

me before my lord!
King Wen of Zhou united

the noblemen from an area only
twenty-two miles across. Was this

&I

How dare you berate
from an area only sixteen miles

Tang of Shang ruled the land
You have a country one
thousand miles across with a million

across;

N

armed soldiers.It is a perfect chance
for you to gain hegemony over

24
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He will be your
enemy for generations
to come.Even we in
Zhao are embarrassed

Bai Qi is but a minor general, yet he led

tens of thousands of Qin troops, and /
brought down the Chu cities of Yan /g

and Ying.In his second campaign, he 3

burned your family temple to the
ground.In his third battle, he

o b

{
D 7

You are the sovereign of C
Chu, and you’re not
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Yes yes yes...
You're so right!

stand that this alliance
is entirely in your inter-

28

29 We’ll form an
alliance with you gz

Yes, it’s L

- S S T S b R A B SR - BT o R < RS MR O Re ]

o R - EEANIHME0 N
’#”9@ l—a um,_’ .o

Hﬂ@%§WOW%ﬁﬂﬂ*%wma*%ﬁwﬁm%¢§%MON@N&m~%m*m&#zmom
Y ¥ EE S

. WS




AP o o BGOSR ST Tud e

St

s -

"t T H R O B MR > - Fr SRR o U RS kR [ o > BNEES - N
3

M- MIEEORR R o > | SNSRI - > (B T e O T -+ S i B
BE b N ST - S0 IR R iy b+ N o R SR U o S A B 0 B BN P -

SHOYOT - 3 T O B o O B R - SR o i 8 B

HE R [ o BR o SF M i 5

ATEESY - Mo | .-
S -

o NTEHE o

Wk SR A © A S B SR - W R 22 T3S - - Eh

TR - NBHME - M W= -

Bring the
animal blood!

Your Majesty, you
take the blood oath
first, then my lord,
then myself.

You nineteen shall
also take the blood oath)
Being without talent, for you
this is what’s called riding
on another person’s
coattails!

Thus the atliance

was formed.
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Judglng 1 From now on, I’ Il no longer™
b judge people by appearance.

. In choosing talent by appearance,
y After completing the I’ ve chosen at least a hundred

Appear- alliance and returning and perhaps as many as a
to Lu, Lord Pingyuvan

ance glumly said:

-

And T never thought I had made a
mistake.But 1 was mistaken with
Mr. Mao here.Mr. Mao went to Chu and
elevated the position of Zhao over even the
Nine Cauldrons and the Great
Bells of the Zhou Empire.

Relying on just his

three-inch tongue, he did what a

million soldiers couldn’t do.I’ Il

never judge people by appearance
0 again.

Lord Pingyuan then promoted
Mao Sui to upper-level retainer.
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Li Tong After Lord Pingyuan had returned to Zhao,
. the king of Chu sent military assistance with
GIVGS his own Lord Chunshen as commander.

Advice

Lord Xinling of Wei usurped military authority form General Jin Bi on
the pretense of orders from King Anxi and also set out to assist Zhao.
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Before help arrived, however,
Handan had already reached a
point of crisis under the Qin
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The son of the
caretaker of the
lower leve! housing,
Li Tong, seeks an
audience with you
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Are you not

7 The people of Handan are
now burning bones for fuel.
There’s nothing to eat, so they

Meanwhile, the commoners outside

gruel to eat.The people are impoverished,

and the armory is exhausted. Everything in

your house is still intact, but if Zhao is

conquered by Qin, will it all still
belong to you?

go around in tattered clothes without even\’

.“h

Yet in your rear palace you
keep over a hundred women.
Your lowest concubines and
maidservants are all dressed in silk
raiments, and at every meal yo
have piles of leftovers.
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10| If right now you can have everyone
in your household beneath your wives
join our forces and give all of your
household wares over to the army, the
soldiers will be extremely grateful and
will redouble their efforts in

Provided Zhao is
kept safe, you'll
have no reason to
worry about such

jast
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Lord Pingyuan took his advice,
and sure enough, Li Tong was
able to muster three thousand
valiant soldiers.

Li Tong led them through the gates and beat
the Qin army back seven miles from the city.
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It was just then that Lord Chunshen
of Chu and Lord Xmling of Wei

The Qin army collapsed and fled, and in
the end, the city of Handan was saved.
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sacrificed his life.Upon discovering this,
the king of Zhao enfeoffed his father with

During the battle, however, Li Tong
the title of marquis.
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s family also perished.

In the fifieenth year of Zhao King Xiaocheng, Lord

Pingyuan passed away.His son inherited his title, but with

the fall of Zhao, Lord Pingyuan’
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Lord Xinling
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Lord Xinling

|

Wei Wuji was a prince of Wei,
the youngest son of King Zhao
and half-brother to Zhao’s
heir, King Anxi.
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M ord Xinling was a kind :
and humble man who did ;.| {7
)é:, not take his high status .
as an excuse to be
arrogant.

When Zhao died and
Anxi inherited the
throne, he enfeoffed
Prince Wuji as Lord
Xinling.

4 |Because of Lord Wei’s got that
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For this reason his retainers Xinling’s great X\_vc;}'thy called Lorg bl
. . . mmling so it’s probal

came from hundreds of miles worthiness and his_~7r% best %0 keep ol:lr han M’

around and numbered as numerous off for now.

g _] many as three thousand. retainers, no
° g foreign noblem
P i attempted to
@ ¥ -Jattack Wei

x X ~|for over ten
; % years.

% 4 Pas




o
)

One day while Lord Xinling
and King Anxi were & o

amusing themselves
with a game...

N

invaded the
country.

\(
Y

(\“"s‘\‘l Really?But what i

f
it is an invasion,
what then...
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6 Y e e et
We’ ve just had 8 Don’t worry, it’s
a trgport rft';]om B J just their king out
O L 1= hunting, it’s ne
border that a R Y : g, !
Zhao army has 4" \\g Al invasion. ¢

/" Another report, Oh
sire:It was the
Zhao king passing
through on a hunt,
not an invasion,
>
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That’s a relief.
For a moment
there I was

But...How did you
know it was just a
hunting party?

See...I just |
told you not |:;
to worry! [/

12
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2" From then on, King Anxi began to

Among my retainers, there
is a man who has access to the
king of Zhao’s secrets; whatever
the king is going to do, |

PN

fear Xinling and was no longer
willing to allow him to handle
important matters of government.
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Cou rtesy |There wasa certain recluse in .
Wei by the name of Hou Ying. @ "

and He was seventy years old,

e impoverished, and worked
Humlhty = as keeper of the eastern

gate of Daliang, the
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[ have been
cultivating myself for
over ten years now.\¥
Though I am a-poor | -
gatekeeper and it is a
generous gift, [
cannot accept.

[ am Wei Wuji.
Please accept this
small gift.
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I’'m going to go
pick up an important
guest. We’ 1l begin the
banquet when I retumn,

Upon his return, Lord Xinling held
a large banquet for many guests...
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You are invited
to return with
me and take part
in a banquet

s

i

Hou Ying helped himself into the carriage and sat on || have a friend
the left in the honored seat.Not only was Lord Xinling { in the market
not angry at this, but he took up the reigns with even |whom I’d

more respect for Hou Ying. like to see on
‘A\» . the Way' A\
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Hou Ying intentionally had a lengthy talk with his friend
while he surreptitiously observed the prince’s reaction.
Lord Xinling’s expression remained mild and relaxed.
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make you wait
so long.Let’s

of honor today.His

11 ( This man is our guest
) hame is Hou Ying.

prince so

respectful to

He kept us
waiting so long
for this old

coot?

12

Mr. Hou, please
enjoy yourself,
Here’s to you!

I put you in a difficult spot
today!Although I’'m but a
gatekeeper, you personally
brought a carriage and picked
me up and we passed
through crowds of people
together.
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Then in order to get you a reputation as " Q

one who really cares for his men, I
intentionally made you stand in the market for a

;

j/
:

is a worthy, but most people
don’t understand him, so he
hides himself among the

multitudes at the market

an upper level retainer.

}\ -

§ j}\b /} # ong time while the people gathered around to stare

i £ 8 H g at you; and your reaction was nothing but

o £ % T respectful, The people see me as an insignificant

+ W F ! person, and now they know you are a worthy U

AE g B £ who shows humility and respect towards thi

A ARA those lower than yourself!
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t e The man I met in the I'll go to
, A After the banquet, Hou Ying was made market today is a butcher hi
i %}J by the name of Zhu Hai.He see him
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RIS [ ord Xinling did indeed
visit Zhu Hai several times,

But Zhu Hai never
returned the visits, and
the prince thought this
S quite strange.
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Stealing the
Tablet to
Save Zhao

2 Prince Wuji’s sister, the wife of Zhao
King Huiwen’s younger brother Lord
Pingyuan, wrote a letter to Wei

seeking military assistance.

In the 20th year of Wei King Anxi, King
Zhao of Qin dispatched an army that
broke through the Zhao garrison at
Changping and laid siege to Handan.

Jin Bi, I order you
to lead one hundred
thousand soldiers to

5 Bad news:The
king of Qin sent a

letter of warning
for you, sire.
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Send someone to
inform Jin Bi to
. halt his advance.

K
\ MY

So Jin Bi had his troops encamped
near Ye and took up a wait-and-see
attitude.
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I can’t stand around
while Zhao is
D estroyed!

a second thought
to Qin’s threat...
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il Your Majesty, | T T S Save your The king is afraid
? suggest we dispatch " breath.] won’t that Qin will take
— Jin Bi to assist Zhao change my revenge on anyone
;‘ right away.Don’t give mind. that helps Zhao, but
5 .
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Lord Xinling then got together over one hundred
chariots for willing retainers, planning to fight
the Qin army and live or die with Zhao.

to take my retainers into

I’m here to bid

battle against the invading
E5A Qin army in Zhao and live or
die with the state of Zhao.

You go and
do your best.
I’m afraid I

can’t join

That’s strange.I’ m on my
way to sacrifice myself in battle
and Hou Ying had almost nothing
to say in sending me off.I wonder
if I somehow offended
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Turn
around and
go back to
the

eastern
gate.
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You are known all over the land for
your concern for your men, and now \
you are preparing to endanger them |/ -
by going to battle with Qin.It’s like} """ '
throwing meat to a hungry tiger.:/f —

Why bother even keeping retainers! /- -
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/ I’ ve heard that the tablet
ordering Jin Bi to battle is in

the king’s sleeping chamber.
If you can get that, your
roblems will be solved.
*

Come inside
and we’ Il talk
about it.

\\\\1\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\\\\\“\_\\§H N\

Y

Once you get the tiger
tablet, you can usurp fin
Bi’s military authority and
go to the aid of Zhao, just
like the five overlords of
the Spring & Autumn




MBS P You once helped her avenge

How can I\ o "f['he lg:ng ; bine her father’s mp§rdcr, and she
get the *7] favoriic concubl has always wanted to repay
4 Ru Fet often has you for it.If you are

A willing to mention 1t, ['m

sure Ru Fei will agree
the tiger tablet

tiger
tablet?

‘A4 access to his room.
74 She is sure
1 to be able
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The prince

requested Ru
Fei’s help and
g, she did indeed
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life to repay danger to get * X
the war o 3
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I have the tiger
tablet, and I’'m

great danger.

Even though you now
have the war tablet, there
is still the chance that Jin Bi
will seek orders directly from

the king instead of handing
over military authority (o you,
in which case, you will be i

along.He's extremely powerful,
so if you have any trouble
getting authority from Jin Bi,
you can have Zhu Hai do
away with him,

I am but a marketplace
butcher, and yet you
continuously show concern
for me.If you encounter
difficulty, I will gladly
sacrifice mylife foryou,
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When the prince arrived in
he brought out the war

I shall
Ye,

e north and take my
own life in gratitude of

2

go with
you arrive

I'm too old to
you, but when
at Jin Bi’s cam
fac
our goodness to me,
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220,
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grave duty of \
dred thousand

[ was given the
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.Now you
that you’re

e. It

troops to establish a defensive

position at the border

come along to tell me
here to relieve m

makes no sense!

leading one hun

tablet and pretended fo be
acting on orders of

the Wei king...

I

On the king’s orders

s

am here to relieve you
of your post.Please
transfer your authority
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When a general is in th
field, he may disregard
his sovereign’s orders.
Sorry, but [ cannot giv
you military authority,
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forgive me,
General Jin.,
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Prince Wuji took control of
Jin Bi’s army and called
the troops together.

You are a masterful W
commander and a
valiant hero...

If there are any fathers and their
sons here, the fathers may return
home.If there are any brothers
together here, the older brothers
ay return home, and any only
sons may retumn
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After reorganizing the troops, Wuji set out

to attack the Qin army with a total of eighty

o thousand soldiers.

Battle ensued, and the Wei army defeated the
Qin army.Prince Wuji finally rescued Handan

from peril and saved the state of Zhao.
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Prince Wuji.

The king of Zhao and Lord Pingyuan persona
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Forgetting (¢ ‘a\& C

N ‘\_\‘:\ \\‘ =N > | \
and Not S BaEy
Forgetting | Wei King Anxi despised Lord B

Xinling for stealing the war tablet
and killing Jin Bi on the pretense
of following his orders...
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And the prince knew that the king would
hate him for it, so he sent the army home

Lord Xinling contribute
greatly to our country
by stealing the tablet
and saving us.I’d

while he and his retainers stayed behind in

The king of Zhao
is going to enfeoff

you with five

like to reward him
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The prince then departed with a -

conceited air about him. )
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1 The king of Zhao wants \*
to thank me by enfeoffing
me with five cities.

What should
be forgotten?

You shouldn’t forget
other people s
kindness to you...

>
R
L\

A 0
.

Q

' Stealing the tablet and saving f
Zhao may have been a great
contribution to Zhao, but it was
disloyal to Wei...And here you think
you’ve made some great
RN achievement!
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My prince, there

o What
are s(I)me tfmgs that shouldn’t be]
should be forgotten forgotten?

and some things
that shouldn 't be

If you have been
kind to others, I

understand.I’ ||
reject the fief. ¢ ’
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Thundering

Across the Prince Wuji stayed in Zhao for ten
years without returning home to Wei.
Land
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Your Majesty, the
Qin ammy is already
at our border. What
should we do?
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Send an envoy to Zhao
to call back Lord
Xinling!
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Sir, the king of R
Wei has sent an
envoy to invite

o WIERET Hpmmr 52 M B N S - RIS RO S - ) SO I e S

T

£ \ '/// Whoever dares deliver a

& \“ message for the king of Wei
~

shall die a merciless death!

you back to |y
Wei. NSz

A e

We are Xue and
Mao, two recluses
of Zhao.We wish to
speak with you.

Oh?

The reason you are esteemed

by Zhao and that your reputation|

travels far and wide is that destroys Wei, how will

the state of Wei still exists.
O
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and you’re not
worried at all.If Qin

you have the dignity tg
stand tall in the
k__world?
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you're
back...

Lord Xinling,
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Wuji was personally leading the army into

battle, they all sent troops to assist.

to the border to fight

o ‘I
PP I

Then the prince led an army of soldiers and

Lord Xinling, I hereby
confer you with the seal of
horses from five states
a decisive battle with Qin.

supreme commander and
put the fate of Wei in your
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Lord Xinling then pursued them back

to Hangu Pass,

Where the Qin army
didn’t dare come out

defeated by the allied army on the south side

The Qin army, led by Meng Ao, was
of the Yellow River.




Retainers from all over the land then

presented him with works on the

25

and

»

the best ones he collected in one
book and put his own

principles and tactics of warfare
name on it.

3

s awesome
land.

*

Prince Wuji
reputation thundered across the

After this,
s Art of War.

t

So people now know the book as The

Prince of Wei
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The :
Prince’s
Final
Chapter
e T The king of Qin was
| iy e
3 Wuji’s

growing

So with eighty thousand
ounces of gold, he sought
help from Jin Bi’
former retainers

is enemy to the
both of us.Please
slander him in
front of the Wei
king.

Lord Xinling ,_.L: 4-

fine; no
problem.

Lord Xinling is supreme
commander of the military, and
all the other noblemen look to
him for leadership.The prince
plans on taking advantage of;
this to usurp the

When are you
going to take the
throne of Wei?When
you do, let me know
and I’ Il help you

Qin also used
double-agents to
trap the prince.
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The noblemen
of other
countries plan
on uniting in
placing Lord
Xinling on
the throne.

Could that |
be?

Cancel Lord Xinling’s post 7
as supreme commander. We ’

must not allow him to°‘
command the army, =3
e,

AN

The king has been
listening to rumors
and demoted me

transferred to another post)
The vacancy at supreme

commander shall be
illed at a later date

1’11 usurp
the throne...

On the excuse of illness, the prince didn’t
return to the palace, and instead feasted with
his retainers until dawn.
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Day and night he
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He then began
taking strong liquor

and spending time with women....

Until finally, he died from an

alcohol-related illness.
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About twenty years later, after the fall of the Qin empire, Liu Bang battled his
way to the throne to become first emperor of the Han dynasty.Every time he
passed by Daliang, he stopped to pay respects to Prince Wuji.In the twelfth
year of his reign, on his way back to the capital after defeating the rebel Jing
Bu, he set up a group of five households to look after of Prince Wuji’s tomb.
He ordered them to care for it generation after generation and sacrifice to the

prince according to the seasons.

Wei Wuji
Lord Xinling ||
Prince of Wei f ;
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Lor d Lord Chunshen’s name was Huang Xie. Through : o 4

his studies in other states, he gained a broad base Bo#
Chunshen of knowledge, so upon his return to Chu, he was 0
given a position in the T AT
court of King Qingxiang. 0 ; :
#
+
F
7
< < E=]
1
2 Huang Xie, because 3

you are a persuasive
speaker, | want to
send you as envoy
{ibr, to the state 0

One, two; one,
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" Afraid that the
At the time, Qin was very powerful and ‘ ‘, king of Oi d
L‘ended to spurn Chu King Qingxiang... J - \\Ur atlzag:cl(: ag(lindx;ot;loy
Tt ) Chu, Huang Xie
4 < L— = petitioned Qin's King Zhao.
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The two most powerful @
states in the land are Qin ™~
and Chu.I have heard that '
your majesty is "

When two tigers fight,
horses and dogs are
the ones that

4
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If you adopt the idea
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that you can conquer the .
land through a large In the Book of Al}:ai:,l;filrs
population and a strong Poetry it is beginning,
army, I'm afraid written: Few survive
you may suffer o |
dire consequences. &< completion. S

This is to say that some
things may be easy at the &
beginning, but seeing

them through to the end
is extremely difficult...

" When a fox enters
. the water, it must

get is precious tail
wet.
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If Qin attacks Chu, the
states of Qi, Zhao, Han,
and Wei will grasp the
opportunity to attack Qin,
and when that happens,
Qin will be in great

3 danger.

He makes a lot of
sense.Call back General
Bai Qi and hait military
A action.

Qin sent an envoy with a generous
gift to Chu in the hope of forming
an alliance of friendship.
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When Huang Xie returned to Chu, the
king sent him back to Qin with Crown
Prince Wan as diplomatic hostage, a
guarantee to Qin that Chu would not
break the alliance.
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Hostage |
in Qin

After several year
as diplomatic
hostage in Qin...
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Il go talk to
the Qin prime
minister and see
- if he can help.

g8

My father is ill,
but the Qin king
won’t allow me tg

Your father, King
| Qingxiang, has fallen
Aill, and he expects you
0 return home right
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Are you really a
friend of the crown
prince of Chu?
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If the crown prince is not
allowed to return, he will become
nothing but a common citizen of
this city.Chu will put another
person on the throne, and that

mJW "7 The Chu king is seriously
ill.If Qin allows the crown
prince to return home,
when he takes the throne,
he is sure to serve :,»
Qin with great b
generosity. b

0
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I hope you will weigh'g
the advantages and
disadvantages and
carefully consider the
situation.

I 1

y  that only you ¥
g can go back.The
N\ crown prince must

king is doing. When he f}
gets back here, we’ll ™
talk more.
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Your father is seriously ill, yet
here you are trapped in the Qin
, ™\ capital; and that son of Lord Yang
wen’s is waiting in the Chu palace
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= Since it’s come to this, it
would be best if you and the

envoy got out of Qin!
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The prince of Chu then disguised
himself as the envoy’'s carriage
driver and sneaked out of Qin,
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If the king dies and you’re 14

not there, Lord Yangwen’s
son will be made king, and
you’ll no longer be able to
worship at your )
ancestral temple.
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I”11 stay here and
pay with my life.

18

‘Back at their residence in
Qin, Huang Xie watched
" the door and told all
visitors that the prince
was too ill to see them.




The princef 20
should be back
in Chu by
NOw...

[’ ve come to see
the king and
apologize in person.

The Chu crown prince has 7
. already returned home. I should What!
E be executed for the crime and
=
TN request that you grant me
A JA X

S

Huang Xie is a minister of
Chu If he is so loyal as to
sacrifice his life for his

does take the throne, surely
Huang Xie will be highly
placed in the new
government...

23

ra
One moment, your Highness.

master, then if the prince

Huang Xie, you
audacious cretin!
You’ll commit
suicide in front of
me to make

up for it! i

In which case, it
would be best to forget
it and let him return
Chu. This will
get us

on their good
side.
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Huang Xie, you’re
off the hook.Go back to
Chu and help the
CrOWn prince

That’s right!f he is §
“2 highly placed, it will
“\_ be good for us!

m {3

27 Three months after Huang Xie And Crown Prince Wan was made 28
returned to Chu, King king, taking the name King Kaolie.

< Qingxiang passed away...

Huang Xie, because
of your great assistance, |
name you prime minister
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In the first vear of King
Kaolie’s reign, Huang Xie
, was made prime minister.
‘QA! Hewasalsoenfeoffed
0 N with twelve townships
\> north of the Huai river
and given the title
Lord Chunshen.
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Unex-

pected E
Catastro- T
phes

At this period in history, there were
Lord Mengchang in Qi, Lord Pingyuan =
in Zhao, and Lord Xinling in Wei, all -
competing for the most talented and
intelligent men in the land.

whe can give birth
S\ 10 sons so that we
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Then Li Yuan of Zhao thought
up a dastardly plan.He wanted
to present his own younger
sister to the king, but hearing
that the king was completel
incapable of
fathering

k himself instead
to Lord Chunshen and
became his retainer.

&

255
£,

Soon after, | W
(#S% he requested. | '
L33y leave to go |1
** home, and’ |
intentionally |
overstayed - {°

The king of Qi sent
- an envoy seeking
{-my sister in marriage.]
had to stay and act as
host for the envoy.

Bid he send
engagement
gift?
it
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this what you
do...psst...

Chunshen
psst...

Perfect.Now

15|16

[*] A
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Your sister’s
going to have
a baby!

>
the king

¥  respects and trusts you
A more than his own brothers
doesn’t he?

My prince,
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18

R/

You have been in power so

We'll follow
your plan and

I just found out that [
am with child, and

nobody else knows...

21

re

exactly right...
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So Lord Chunshen presented her to 22]| And just like she said, she 23
the king, and she did jndeed come gave birth to a son, X "
into his favor, {134 who was proclaimed ;:[]E ;f; i_% %
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minister of Chu for 25 | said to Lord

®  years, King Chunshen:
Kaolie fell ill.@

There are sudden and
unexpected good fortunes
in the world, and there
are sudden and
unexpected

You live in a time 31
when no one’s life is

secure.You need

someone who can

remedy the Sy,

around you.

L1

For instance, right now the king is

CaBSwill step in for the infant king and run

......

S
:@E.::l

What do you
mean by sudden
and unexpected

danger | d Z %\

D ‘
N
Q

king...

Sy
I2-FX

> \2
30 £ N i’?&%

seriously ill. As soon as he dies, you ‘(t,*,

government in his stead, just like Yi SSha)

I

L=,

Y&t

minister for twenty-some
years now.In name, you
are prime minister, but
in fact, you are the

L \

Isn’t this the same as

becoming king?This is

what I mean by sudden

‘ \ W, and unexpected good
N




And as soon as the king dies,

Li Yuan will be the first to enter

k the palace and take control of the

government, and then he will kill

) you to shut you up.This is
<a@i= Wwhat I mean by sudden

and unexpected

catastrophe!

Yuan is certain to enter the palace

as soon as the king dies, and CH
when Li Yuan steps in, I will N
kill him for you. -

39

Y Seoase— B
Give me a post near the king.Li %}%&;&Fy
ﬁm

government and will therefore
take you as his enemy.

small band of
mercenaries for quite
some time...
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This is what is meant
by someone who can

What do you mean
by someone who
can remedy the
danger around
me?

remedy the danger
around you!
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Li Yuan is a weak man, and I have
always treated him well.He would
never do such a thing

Fearing the worst,
Zhu Ying fled Chu.
120

Put such thoughts out of
your mind.] appreciate your
advice, though
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46

You guys hide here, and

as soon as Lord

Q

And, sure enough, Li Yuan was first to

48

Just when Lord Chunshen watked
through the door, Li Yuan’s
hidden assassins attacked from both
sides and stabbed him to death.

murder him!

Chunshen steps in,
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Go to Lord
and wipe out his

Chunshen’s home

The son of Li Yuan’s sister, conceived of Lord

Chunshen, was placed on the throne and
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his head and
tossed it out the
door

Then they cut off
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The Grand Historian says:
I have been to Chu and seen
Lord Chunshen’s old haunts.The
palace architecture was splendid! How

wise Lord Chunshen was when he

sacrificed himself in Qin and sent the
crown prince home.But his age must
have gotten the better of him to have
been fooled by Li Yuan.There is a
saying that goes like this:
To not cut off what should be cut off

is to bear the brunt of the chaos.

Isn’t this what happened when Lord
Chunshen failed to heed
Zhu Ying's advice?
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