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He is a professor and interpreter of early Chinese Philosophy and
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(as adapted from Sima Qian’s
The Historian’s Records, lst cent. B.C.)

Life of Confucius
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The Life of
Confucius

Confucius was born in the town of Zou,
Changping county, in the state of Lu in the
21st year of the Zhou King Ling (551 BC),
during China’s Spring & Autumn period of

the Zhou dynasty.

Confucius’ father was
Kong He, who stood
six feet eight inches tall
and was unsurpassed
in strength.
After his first
wife had given

birth to nine daughters, the
elder Kong hoped
desperately for a son,
and although the next
child born was male, he
turned out to be crippled.

So at sixty-four years old, Kong He
tock a young woman of the surname
Yan as his second wife, and she gave
birth to Kong Qiu, known to later
Chinese as Kongfuzi, Master Kong,

Latinized as Confucius.

When Confucius was only
three years old, his father
passed away.

When Confucius was a
child, he played games
in which he arranged
ritual vessels...

And imitated the ceremonial
gestures of adults.
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At fifteen, be set his At nineteen, he married a The following year, he
mind on Jearning. woman from Song of the had a son, whom he
surmname Bingguan. named Kong Li.
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At twenty vears-old, He figured the accounts with great
Confucius worked as accuracy and clarity.
manager of a granary.

He also held a minor Later, he assumed the
managerial position at a ranch, office of minister of
And under his supervision, the “ public works.

number of animals steadily

- increased.
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In the twentieth year of Duke Zhao of
Lu, Nangong Jingshu recommended
that Confucius be sent to Zhou to
study the ceremonies.

While studying the ceremonies in
Zhou, Confucius paid a visit to Laozi
to ask him about the ceremonies.

After their session, Laozi sent him off
with these words:

The wealthy send pcople
oft with gifis, and the
benevolent send people
off with words. Since |
am not wealthy, I give
you these wards:

Inteltigent people often encounter
trouble because they tend to criticize
others. Learned people often
encounter danger because they tend
to expose the misdeeds of others.
Children should be mindful of their
parents, and subordinates should be
mindful of their superiors. Don’t

always think only of yourself.




After returning to Lu from Zhou, It was at this time that Duke Jing of the state of Qi and his chief
Confucius® disciples began to minister, Yan Ying, paid a visit to Lu ...
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Duke Mu of Although his country was small,

Qin had a small he had expansive ambitions.

out-of-the-way Although his country was

country, and yet out-of-the-way, his government
he was later was just. He hand-picked the 28
recognized by great administrator, Baili Xi, %
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all as overlord purchasing him for five black
of the land. sheep skins, and handed over
! Why was this? governing authority to him.
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To be recognized
by the nobles as
their overlord

was but a minor
accomplishment
for him.

From these facts, you
can see that he was
capable of reigning
over the whole land.

Analyzed
wonderfully!
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When Confucius was thirty-five years old, the three
most powerful Lu noblemen united in an attack against
their own Duke Zhao. When defeat was immanent,

Duke Zhao escaped to the neighboring Qi state.
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. \’V In the hopes of getting close to Qi’s
Duke Jing through a high minister
named Gao Zhaozi, Confucius
accepted a position as household
minister with Gao.

Not long after,
disorder again
erupted in Lu, so
Confucius also
found his way to Qi.

It was at this time that Confucius was first exposed to the famous
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The Spring & Autumn period And Duke Jing of Qi was
in China was a frightfully N D the puppet of one Chen
chaotic time, with kings and "o inf Huan. As Chen Huan's (A R + % }

ministers failing to play their AT E - power grew, the chances of ¥ ¥ & -~
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So Duke Jing Kings should act like Excellent! If people don’t A ?ﬂ
sought advice kings; ministers should play their appropriate roles, ¥ o
from Confucius on act like ministers; then no matter how much H *
the principles of fathers should act like food there is, will we ever : )
governing. fathers; and sons should be able to eat it in peace? g
Confucius replied: act like sons. -
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These sophists talk a good talk, sire, but they’re proud and
difficult to control. They’re

also completely unproductive.

All they do is travel around
selling their ideas, hoping to
get a good position

and e\
implement g /_

their own

Don’t let
them get
control of the
government.

All right, all
right. We'll

Meanwhile, some high level officials
of Qi were also plotting against
Confucius.

Master, I’ ve learne
that there are people
who wish to do you

1" m getting old and so
will have no further use
for you.

Duke Jing said to
Confucius:

So Confucius left Qi
and returned to Lu.




Duke Zhao of Lu had lived in exile for
seven years and finally died outside his
country. Duke Ding succeeded him.

But Duke Ding had yet to
accumulate power and so
was controlled by the
powerful noblemen , who
were all
descendants of
the long-ago
Duke Huan.

they were
known in
short as

The majority of power in Lu was held by
Jisun Yiru, but he himself was
intimidated by his own household
minister, Yang Huo.

[n the fifth year of Duke Ding’s
reign, Yang Huo staged a coup and
took the place of Jisun.

Having even more control of the duke now,
he exiled his enemies and effectively
became the tyrant of Lu.

Unwilling to serve this illegitimate government,
Confucius retired to his home and concentrated his
efforts on researching the classic books of poetry,

history, ceremony, and music.
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Understanding the
importance of having
able-bodied ministers, Yang
Huo attempted to entice

Yang Huo sent
this suckling pig
for you while

Then in
accordance with
ropriety, I'll have

Meaning to arrive at the
palace while Yang Huo
was away, Confucius set
out, but as luck would

have it, he ran into Yang
Huo on the way there.

Confucius! 1’d like to
speak with you!

Could one say that a person
who hides his erudition

rather than employing it for
the benefit of his country is
“benevolent”?

No!

And could one say that a
petson who wishes to serve
his country but continually
neglects opportunities to do
so is “wise™?

Ah, the seasons pass
so quickly, and time
waits for no one!

Yes. I’m planning
to work as a
minister of the

state!

Agreeing only
in principle,
Confucius
still refused
to assist
Yang Huo.
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In the eighth year
of what was
nominally Duke
Ding’s reign, Yang
Huo decided to

Destroy the Three
Huans. I'll take
all their places!

Vying for their political Q‘ "
survival, the 9

. b Three Huans o
) 7 OB T

4 joined forces

'o. N and fought

Q

b SRR AR SO

/:3 Yang Huo’s defeat was a golden
opportunity for Confucius to
reenter govermment.
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In the end, Yang
Huo was defeated
and subsequently
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fled to Qi.
Jisun praised Confucius for refusing Duke Ding appointed
to assist Yang Huo, and so Confucius chief magistrate of N
recommended him to Duke Ding. the town of Zhongdu.
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After only a year at his post,
Confucius had a sterling record,
with all of the other ministers
following his lead.

He was subsequently promoted
to minister of public works, then
again to executive minister of

=

At Jjustice, in which capacity he
‘ p oversaw the judicial system and
* ensured peace and order

{

throughout the country.

NTA

Because he treated people with virtue and
educated people in propriety, everyone
respected their elders,

With Confucius on the job, all of the country’slow-down,
rotten, lawless rapscallions either changed of their own
accord or quickly beat a path across the border.

separately in the streets,

lost items were let lie,

and doors could be left
open even at night.
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In the tenth year
of Duke Ding’s
reign, the Duke
attempted to
reconcile with
Qi, and hearing
this, a nobleman
of Qi named Li
Chu warned Qi's
Duke Jing:

to

NS
/ !E%%g!

Lu has employed Confucius,
who has governed their
country extremely well. As
Lu grows stronger, they
are bound to be a threat

Confucius may
understand propriety,
but he is a coward at

heart. After the
negotiations, I
suggest you use fi
the barbarian
performers to

us in the future.

.....

>

I

Perfect! Send an
emissary to arrange
treaty negotiations

with Lu.

Qi's Duke Jing
sent an emissary

10 arrange a treaty
summit with us in

AR\
-

take the duke prisoner.
Confucius will be helpless.

Wonderful. Amange for \\\\\\ \“w j%’ Z? Weit!
a small delegation to M
lelYe for Jlagu
i
N
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1’ ve heard that for diplomatic affairs,
there must also be military readiness,
just as for military affairs, there must
also be diplomatic readiness.

Whenever noblemen of the past
crossed their country’s borders, they
were always sure to go with a military
accompaniment in addition to their
diplomatic delegation. I suggest you
do likewise.

So the duke set out for Jiagu with
Confucius and a full military
complement.

Meeting at the appointed
place, the two monarchs
began by exchanging
formalities.
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Following the formalities, the two of Qi added an cross its borders to wage
sides drew up a treaty together. unexpected war, Lu shall send
provision--- military assistance in the
form of three hundred

When the duke In the event that Qi

ol manned chariots.

R~

Not wanting to be
taken advantage
of, Confucius
added a provision
of his own ...

All the Qi-occupied
land north of the Wen
river shall be returned

festivities!
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Yai, Yai, Yai, Yai, YB
)

Two sovereigns came here to
negotiate an alliance, what
need is there for this kind of
barbarian entertainment?
Please ask them to leave!




L2\ Bring on
A9 Y the palace

\ performers.
\EN—’
N T
™ g
&

DY internationa! alliances are 2 W
j time for solemn ceremony,

B, whet's the meaning of this

, nonsense?

So the performers came
forward, dancing and singing
and altogether stirring up quite

punishable by death. Plesase

Commoners confounding
nobles— this {s a crime

glve an order to have the
punishment carried out,
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Off with

Duke Jing observed Confucius’ severe
attitude and couldn’t help but respect him.

N7

with his deeds. When an inferior

man errs, he compensates with
insincerity. If you feel uneasy
LA about what happened, the only
way to make up for it is to
observe the terms of the treaty.

(If a gentleman errs, he apologizes

way to embarrass
made fools of ou
ow what can

Upon returning
to his country,

Duke Jing was N .
extremely _ ;’Wff

upset ...

do about it?

All right! Return all
of our occupied land




I’d like to return the military

In the power of the noblemen to the
summer of central government and so

ropose that the Three Huans tear,
Lu Duke o

own the walls of their citie:

I plan on tearing down
the walls of your three
cities to prevent another
Yang Huo incident from

That’s a good idea. That
way our houschold
ministers wouldn’t be
able to use our cities as
bases for revolt,

Shusun was the first to
destroy his city wall.

@@@Q

Gongshan Buniu, I order
you to remove your

troops from the city wall,

-~ as our city of Bi shall no

> longer have a wall)

That dastardly Jisun is
going to destroy our
base of operations.

What should we do?
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Then we'll finish this
once and for all!
Muster the troops!

Trouble, sire!
Gongshan Buniu has
called his troops to
_\_bautie and is taking

Duke Ding and the Three
Huans took refuge in Jisun’s
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Shen Juxu and
Yue Qi, take
your troops and
suppress them.

palace ...
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The Bi army began to retreat and was thoroughly defeated at Gumie,
but Gongshan Buniu and his remaining men escaped to Qi.
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O.k., only one

more to go.

The city wall at Bi was finally

torn down according to plan.
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In the tenth month, Duke Ding mustered his forces
and assailed the city, but the siege ended in failure.
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city wall, Gonglian
Chufu, objected, saying
to Mengsun
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Yes, someone did say that,
but haven’t you also heard
the saying, “Rejoice in your
position over others”?

It was the thirteenth year of
Duke Ding’s reign, when as
executive minister of justice

Confucius attended the

country’s policy-making
” conference and entered with
a gloating air about him.

I've heard that when
disaster is imminent, a
gentleman does not
display fear, and when
good fortune comes, he
does not display

Confucius had Shaozheng Mao, the high level official
responsible for creating unrest in Lu, executed.

" ‘|
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@
With Confucius

participating in policy
decisions, after only
three months,
merchants no longer
haggled over prices.

And visitors were
welcomed to the

e %country with open arms.
Border| . - -
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[Welcome to Luj)
no visa required,




When Qi heard of the success
of the Lu government, they

began to worry ...

If Confucius
continues to govern
Lu, they will only
get stronger and
eventually start
competing for hegemony.
And since Qi is their

the first to be
swallowed up -

Or we could think of a
way to sabotage their
reforms. I say we send

some beautiful women to
their sovereign as a

{ R Ok!
O&& That’s what

So Qi sent eighty women and one
hundred twenty horses to Lu ...

Duke Jing sent us some
female entertainment and
fine horses. They’re
waiting outside thel
outhern gate right now

23
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Duke Ding and Jisun Si spent
three days enraptured by the
women, oblivious to the

affairs of the country.

In addition to this, the proper ceremony '
was not followed at the time of the
spring sacrifice in that the rightful
portions of sacrificial meat were not

allotted to the officials.

Master, I think we
should leave.

N

R, \ y
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So Confucius resigned
his post as minister of
Justice, departing Lu for
the state of Wei ...

N
4

vt Yang Huo and his band have been '

completely wiped out, and Jisun’ s
position firmly established. I fear
they ' Il no longer see a need for me,
not to mention that the duke has lost “Brewe==
all of his real authority . . . Let’s gg,
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Upon arriving in the capital

of Wei, Confucius noticed
the flourishing

LHEY;

population ...
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Wow, look at all the
people here ...

)

Master, when
the goal of
population

. Make them

prosperous.

And after they
are prosperous,
what next?

Confucius remained in
Wei, staying at the home
of Yan Shuzou, the uncle

of his disciple Zilu.
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What was your
salary in Lu?
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Wei’s Duke Ling ( I' 1l match
invited Confucius i
to the palace ---

what you
were paid

I was paid
sixty thousand

grains of
millet.

Shortly, people began maligning
Confucius in the presence of the
duke . . .

Y

b g ‘ As a result, Duke Ling
=«|5§=l S g stationed soldiers at
Elg" i Confucius’ residence to
j
lmll D
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Fearing the worst, Confucius
remained for only ten months, then
set out for the state of Chen.
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Yan Ke was Once when 1 came ’

. ) Oh no! Yang Huo's
driving Confucius h;lmﬁl‘ ;oiz‘?ﬂ:“:ﬂ“’fh back! Run for cover!
er“’:e“ they y Yang Huo’s back!
passed u the Theng city of Kuang.

N

Neticing a hole in the wall
(by way of which the city

Yang Huo had terrorized Kuang in the past, and as
Confucius resembled Yang Huo in appearance, the people
of Kuang encircled him, threatening vengeance ...

h

The ancient Zhou King Wen , founder of ,,
our culture, is long dead, so don "t the 1 P
traditions of our culture rest pe D bR
on my shoulders? If Heaven { {1y &
wants to destroy this culture, 9083

AN

then it will let me die, and
the culture will die with me ...

But if Heaven doesn’t want
to destroy this culture,
what can the Kuang people

do to me?
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In the midst of the
confusion, Confucius’ prized
pupil, Yan Hui, became lost,

I thought something
had happened to you!

While you are still
here, Master, how
could I dare go off

My apologies!
We mistook you
for Yang Huo.

After keeping
Confucius
encircled for five
days, the people of Kuang
finally dispersed ...

So Confucius left Kuang and headed
for Pu, where he stayed for one month
then returned to the Wei capital.

? There, he stayed at the home
of a well-regarded high level
y official, Qu Boyu.




It is customary for any 53 Why should he
gentleman who wants te be meet with such
on friendly terms with our j'\ll a woman?!

ruler to meet his wife. Now right, /- .
the duchess would like to %
meet you. l )
P
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Confucius entered, and facing
north, he kowtowed to the duchess,
a woman of immodest reputation.
She returned the gesture, all this

annoying Zilu to no end . . .

1 originally had no wish to
meet her, but since it was
expected of me and 1 went to
see her, I had no choice but 10
bow to her.

If I transgressed in even
the slightest way, may
Heaven punish me!
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procession.

Over a month passed, and one
day Duke Ling and his wife
were riding through the city
with Confucius second in the

Feeling disappointed about
everything in Wei, Confucius
departed and set out for the state

.....

1' ve never seen anyone as interested in the beauty
of virtue as they are in the beauty of a woman.

30

That same year,
Duke Ding of Lu
passed away.




Confucius ended up leaving Cao and
traveled to the state of Song, where the
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Or you'll end up
like this tree!

Master, let’s get
out of here ...

Heaven endowed me with a
mission of virtue, so what
can Huan Tui do to me?!
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" At the North gate, there”s a man &
who has a forehead like King Yao
of Tang; a neck like Gao Yao, the
great minister under King Shun of
Yu; shoulders like the great
statesman Zichan; and a lower
body like the giant-king Yu

With no other choice, Confucius
departed and set out for the state of
Zheng, but once there, he became
separated from his disciples ...
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Master!

He looks dejected and all
out of sorts, like a dog that’s
lost its way home.
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But he was right about
me being like a dog
that’s lost its way homec.

No doubt about that!
No doubt about that! N

I don’t deserve to be
compared to great
men like that,
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Confucius went to the
state of Chen . . .
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Where he stayed for
three years at the home
of a high official named

Sicheng Zhenzi.

It so happened that at that time the
states of Jin and Chu were
competing for supremacy and so
ime-aflgr time battled over Chen.

,,,,,,,,

The state of Wu also had a
tendency to attack Chen . . .

Sigh. Let’s go back. The students
back home are ambitious; it’s just that
they have forgotten how to behave

properly. Still though, they are
thusiastic, and they haven’t forgotten
what’s important.

.\'?' q

N7

NG
\\\‘\!LP\ |
A\l

N
,,w
D\ €

- m

X
i
Z
#
z
X
&
X
“]‘(
3
2
7§~
B
K
;}-
#®
ii]
7
Z
x
A
f
#
x
?é;:
i
R
b3
%
!
x
#
Z
S
#%

)
%z
&
kS
4
*
i
BL
g
X
%
]
F
Al
=
il
&
#
Z
kA
4
F S
b3
7
i
F
,"'é‘-i
53
)
p:1
%’-
!
il
¥
K
i
x

st

[0 #Eratemy « FEWST A= KN B GE o | -

o W RMENIE - 2 A R H R o Pk b o R
T TE R P o o - S R S O P R

oo I [ o< ol S D 2F 3 A

T (o R e BE R IE N | [ o Ao

o W[ ~0 e U8 b S B AR A N

[ o Rt
A HTE N | [ o @bk |

o




L R

Confucius passed through the city
of Pu, which one Gongshu had
taken control of during a revolt
in Wei, and his men confronted
Confucius on the road.

Confueius’ disciple Gongliang
Ru said:

1 was with you when you
encountered trouble in Kuang.
Now we’re in trouble again;
it must be fate . . .
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Look, as long as you
don’t pass through the
capital, I'll let you go.
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It"s a deal.
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But if my master and I arc
in danger, I’m prepared to
fight to the death!

v OSINIP ),

So Confucius was let
pass untharmed.
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The gods dont
recognize promises

made under duress.

and prosperous.

year, and within three years,
the country would be thriving

If someone would let me have
control of the government, 1’d
have everything in order in a

you going back
on your word?

But Master, aren’t

welcome him.

the capital.

Forget what I just
said and head for

I'm getting old
and so have no
use for you ...

approaching, he went outside the city gates to
Unfortunately,

When Duke Ling of Wei heard that Confucius was

35
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One day, Duke Ling
asked Confucius about
mi itary affairs ...

I can tell you about matters
pertaining to sacrificial rites,
but I'm afraid I’ ve never
studied military affairs.

The next day when the duke and Confucius
were talking, a flock of wild geese flew by.
The duke seemed more interested in the
geese than in talking with Confucius.

So Confucius left
Wei and went back
to Chen.

The following year, he
Ieft Chen and went to

the state of Cai. Q




Cai for the tiny
fiefdom of She,

Another year passed,
and Confucius left

What are the
principles of

where he gained an
audience with the duke.

governing?

2. P
-
Zilu, what’s your ! ,
master like? I"m afraid 1
don’t know how
describe him ..

The proper way of governing
is to gain the allegiance of
people far away and to gain
the adherence of those

nearby.

Pe

The duke asked me
to describe you, and
I didn "t know what

0 say . ..

_,‘

Zhong You, why didn’t
you say, “He’s a man who
never tires of studying the
Way and never gets bored
with teaching,

When he studies, he is so
diligent that he forgets to
eat, and when he’s

happy, all of his troubles
are forgotten,

To the point that he
doesn’t even realize old
age is nigh upon him.”
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Confucius left She and returned to Cai.
Here, he again encountered Wu
invading Chen and Chu coming
to the aid of Chen;
And in the midst

His students began to feel the adverse
effects of prolonged hunger, but
Confucius continued to teach and recite,
to play the zither and sing.

Confucius found himself caught
between Cai and Chen without
access to any food.
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Is this what being a
gentleman comes to?

—

There will be times like this.
But in times of distress, a
gentleman perseveres and
maintains his dignity, while
a lesser man loses
control and commits
unseemly acts.

38



In the eleventh year of Lu Duke Ai, when
Confucius was sixty-eight years old, Jisun
Fei welcomed Confucius back to Lu with a
i large emolument.
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Duke Ai and Jisun often asked
Confucius about principles of

governing, but they never put
‘his suggestions to use.

Confucius had been away from Lu
traveling the land for fourteen
years before returning.

Confucius no longer entertained visions of becoming
a government official, instead
utilizing his position as

) scholar-laureate to compile the
B £ Book of Songs and the Book of
History, to edit the
Book of Ceremony and
the Book of Music, to
comment on the
Book of Changes,
and to write the
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He lectured and taught his
disciples between the banks of
the Zhu and Si rivers ...

Conficius did not discriminate between rich

and poor, high station or low, He accepted

all students that came to him, teaching each
according to the students ability.

Confucius initiated the four

teachings: Culture, Conduct,
Conscientiousness,
Trustworthiness.
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He also established the eight steps in leaming, self-cultivation, and

conduct:
Investigation of things
Extension of knowledge
Sincerity of thought
Rectification of the mind
Cultivation of the pérson
Regulation of the family
Order in the state
Peace throughout the land -
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Furthermore, the students were expected to attain the
three virtues of wisdom, benevolence, and courage
through their mastery of the six arts: rites, music,

archery, charioteering, calligraphy, and mathematics.

Confucius’ teachings can be distinguished into
four areas of emphasis:

Resolving yourself on the Way

Residing in virtue

Relying on benevolence

Reveling in the arts

conduct as
primary,
speech as
secondary to
it, governing
as secondary
to that, and
literature as
the last.
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In the sixteenth year of Lu
Duke Ai, Confucius fell ill ...

Zigong! What
took you so long?

Is this how Tai
Mountain shall come
tumbling down?

Is this how beams and
columns crumble? Is
this how ‘philosophers
wither away?

The world has lost the Way
for a long time now, and
nobody is able to follow my
ideals of governing.




Seven days later, Confucius
passed away.

He died on the twenty-sixth day of the
fourth month, in the sixteenth year of
Duke Ai, at the age of seventy-three ...

The Grand Historian Sima Qian
says, “It is written in the Book
of Songs thus: ‘We emulate
virtuous conduct as we look up

to lofty mountains.’

Confucius was a commoner whose
teachings have been transmitted for
more than ten generations, and there
is no intellectual who does not
consider him his teacher. Confucius
was indeed the greatest of all sages!”
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Is it not pleasurable to
study and practice what

one learns?

Is he not-a gentleman who remains
dignified theugh going unrecognized?

Is it not delightful to have

Pleasure and Humility
friends come from afar?
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Self-Critique

Confucius’ pupil Zengzi said:

Everyday I critique myself in
three ways:

In helping others, did I not
do so conscientiously?

In intercourse with my friends, was |
not trustworthy?

Did | not review what had been
taught me before?
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If in governing the
people, you use virtue
to transform them,

Like the

North Star

They will all pay
allegiance to you,

- Like the North star, which rests

es, N DS N
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quietly in its place while all the
other stars revolve around it.




Cultivating the
Way

When I was fifteen, I set my
mind on leaming.

At forty, there
was nothing 1
didn’t know about
conducting affairs
or understanding
principles.

At fifty, | understood the
mandates of Heaven, and because
of this, 1 bore no grudge against
Heaven nor did 1 blame others.

When I was
thirty, 1 could
hold firm in my
learning without
the least bit of
wavering.

At sixty, I could judge a person’s
honesty and character simply by hearing
them speak.

At seventy, I became able to
speak and act spontanecusly
without ever making a mistake.
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Zhong You, do you
understand all that
I’ ve taught you?

True
Understanding

Ul

If you don’t
If you understand, understand, say that
say that you you don "t

understand.

understand.
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Only by speaking
truthfully is it true
understanding!
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Proper Ceremony
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One day when Confucius
went to the Duke of Zhou
Temple to assist in the
sacrifice, he inquired about
every aspect of the
ceremony.

Who said this guy from Zou knows
anything about ceremony? He
comes to a sacrifice here and asks
about every little thing.

Asking questions, being humble
rather than presuming to know
everything — this is proper ceremony!
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The Sacrificial
Goat

Confucius’ disciple Zigong
wanted to eliminate the goat
from an ancient sacrificial
ceremony that had lost its
particular significance.

Master, can we do
without the goat ...

Si, what you care
about is the goat.

What I care
about is the
ceremony.
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If a true student sets
his mind on studying
the Way

the Way with!

Or the food he eats,
He is not worth discussing

And yet is ashamed of
the clothes he wears,
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Don’t worry about not
having a position,

Worry instead about
whether or not you have
what it takes to hold a

position.

Don’t worry about other
people not knowing
about you,

Pursue instead qualities that
are worth knowing about.




Seeing

Yourself
in Others

= L

someone who is
capable and virtuous, 10
think about trying to
be like him.

‘When you see someone
who is neither capable
nor virtuous,

And see if you share
any qualities with him.
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‘While your parents are
still living, do not
travel far away.

W
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If you have no choice
but to travel far away, let
your parents know your
whereabouts so that they,

won’t worry.
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A man who has virtue will

never be lonely;

Others like himself will
Iways be near
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Yan Hui’ s Intellect

One day,
Confucius said
to Zigong:

Who is better, you
or Yan Hui?

How can I be

Q‘ - compared with
== Yan Hui?

If vou tell Yan Hui
one thing, he can
extrapolate ten more
things from that.
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If you tell me
something, I can
only figure out two

You’re right, you’re
not as good as he is.
Neither you nor I are as
good as he is.




Once when Confucius’
disciple Zai Yu was
sleeping in the middle
of the day,

Zai Yu and
the Filthy Wall

o TN o R IgT i

But what’s the use
admonishing a person
like Zai Yu!

You can’t carve rotten
wood, and you can’t
whitewash a filthy wall.
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I used to listen to what
people said and then
assume that they would
do just what they said
they would.

But now after listening to
someone, I wait and see if what
they do is the same as what they
said. Zai Yu heiped change my
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The Meaning of “Cultured”

Zigong asked
Confucius:

How did Kong
Wenzi get the name

“Wen (cultured)”?

He was
naturally
intelligent and
enjoyed
learning,

And he was not ashamed of learning
even from his inferiors.

This is why he is
called “Wen",
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Contriving

To speak flattering words, to
contrive an ingratiating
appecarance, and to be overly

respectful ...

The scholar Zuoqiu Ming found this
kind of behavior shameful. I, too,
find it shameful.

To insincerely befriend a person you

really detest ...
Zuoqiu Ming found

this kind of behavior
shameful. 1, too,
find it shameful.
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One day when Yan Yuan and
Zilu were accompanying
3 Confucius ...

Why don 't each
of you tell me
what you have
your minds set

I wish to not
boast about my
strengths

I wish to be
able to lend
my horses and
carriage,
clothes and
furs to others,
and if they get
ruined, to not

and to not
shirk my
troubles off

regret having
lent them.

( We also wish to
3 hear what the

For old people to be
well cared for,

And children to be

cherished.
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A Town of
Ten
Families

In a small town of only

trustworthiness match mine,

ten families,

There is sure to be someone whose

conscientiousness and

There just won't be anyone who

likes to learn as much as me.
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Yan Hui’s Learning

One day, Duke Ai
of Lu asked
Confucius:

Which one of your
students likes to
learn the most?

called Yan Hui
who most
enjoyed
learning.

If he ever lost his
temper, he realized
it and steadied
himself immediately;

And he never made the
same mistake twice.
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Unfortunately, he died
young. And I have yet to
find one who enjoys
leamning as much as him.
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Yan Hui’s
Worthiness

<y
S

Yan Hui was
certainly
capable and

And a run-down cottage.

Yan Hui was
certainly capable
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Other people can't
take such poverty,
" but it never affected
Yan Hui's
cheerfulness.
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The Wise and The
Benevolent

Wise people enjoy the
water, They understand
the happenings of the
world and so take pleasure
in the smooth flowing of

Benevolent people
enjoy the mountains.
They are steadfast in

their virtue and so
take pleasure in the

unwavering of the
mountains.

Wise people
enjoy being

active.

Benevolent people
. enjoy keeping still.

Wise people find
their own joys.

Benevolent people live (\I

long in tranquillity. %




HIEKE - ER - RR-RAR o

I believe in the
principles of the Tang,
Yu, Xia, Shang, and
Zhou founders and take
delight in ancient
culture.
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To quietly recite and memorize To love learning

the classics, without tiring of it,

A
Scholar’s
Ease

To never be bored
with teaching,
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How could these be
difficult for me?
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Dreaming
of the
Duke of
Zhou
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It’ s been so long since
1 dreamed of the Duke

Oh, I'm getting so old ...
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Resolve yourself on
the Way.

The
Founda-
tion of
Good
Conduct

Rely on virtue.
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Reside in
benevolence.
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Universal
Education

For anyone who brings
even the smallest token
of appreciation,

I have yet to refuse
instruction.
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Teaching
Good Students

‘hat
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If a student does not feel
troubled in his studies, [ don’t
enlighten him.

If a student does not feel
frustrated in his studies, I
don 't explain to him.
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And he can’t point out the
other three, I don’t continue
instructing him.
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Simple

Pleasures
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Eating coarse rice,

Drinking plain water,

To me, wealth and nobility
gained through unsavory
means are like clouds drifting
m the sky.
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Bending my arms around as a
pillow-— this is where joy lies.
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Knowledge S
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and Study
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I wasn’t born with
the knowledge 1
have;
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I just like to study
the ancient books,

And I pursue their ideas
with a keen mind.




If there are three people walking
along, there will certainly be one
I can learn from.

Learning
from

Others
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1 notice their
strong points
and work to
emulate them;

T T T T TS

[ also notice their defects
and try to change if | find
them in myself as well.
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Confucius would use a
fishing pole to catch fish,

Fair Play
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But he wouldn’t use a net.
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But not while they
were nesting.




-
One day when Th:, s:un]:) of b
H ’ H Zengzi was “tweet 201 .a. ut
Dying Men Don’t Lie L o =" todeis
Jingzi paid a melancholy;

visit to him.

There are three
things that a
gentlemen should

emphasize in regard

The words of a
man about to die
are honest.
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By keeping your facial expressions and demeanor in accord
with propriety, you can distance yourself from coarseness and
frivolity; by maintaining a sober countenance, you can keep
from being reckless and you can approach sincerity; by
speaking reasonably and properly, you can distance yourself
from shallow and absurd prattlings. As for all of the various
aspects of ceremony, there are people to perform them.
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Good
Students
Fear

When studying, it always
seems like there’s not
enough time,

And once something is
learned, there’s always
the fear of losing it.
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The
Stream of
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still without
accomplishment,
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Who'’s to say that

someday they

won 't surpass our

own generation?

That person is not

worth one's respect!
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A wise person will never
feel perplexed.

And a brave person
fears nothing,.
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. A benevolent person will




One day, Confucius’ stable
caught fire.

Fire in the
Stable
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Confucius hurried home from
the court, and the first words
out of his mouth were:
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Is anyone hurt?

He didn’t ask

about the horses.
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Spirits and
Death

Zilu asked Confucius about
serving spirits and gods.

N

W

If one doesn’t yet understan
how to serve people, how
can one understand serving
spirits and gods?

)

If one doesn 't yet
understand life, how can
one understand death?

May I inquire
about death,
then?
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Overdoing It

’ Which one is R]F
b more capable

And Zixia
falls short.

Then Zizhang is
the better one’

Overdoing it ts still
falling short!




Gao Chai is naive, Zeng Shen is

slow,

Chai Is
Naive

And Zhong You
is hot-tempered.

Zhuansun Shi is
biased,

oo GREEEE - R - HREENP - ZRECRE

And then there is Duanmu Si, who does

Yan Hui seems to Q
?//idk

have the most N business instead of receiving instruction.
; AN Still, he guesses right once at the
promise for BN ill, he guesse gh
success; it’s just ' direction prices will go and eamns a large
that he is often « sum of money.
hampered by \\ )) d
poverty!
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Benevolence

4}

Benevolence is
overcoming one’ s
selfish desires and
acting in accordance

What is
benevolence?
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. \'\ Benevolence And how,
If you caf;li:ct:@ls,ize comes from specifically, is
everyone :)wen lent ! ﬂ, oneself; it is not one to act
you as bepevolent J \)) something others \)W %—'—Ei;\benevolemly?
can give to you. SR
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Ifit is Ifit is
contrary to conm to
propriety, propriety,

do not

do not look

listen to it.

If it is
contrary 1o
propriety,
do not say

If it is Although [’'m
contrary not too
to bright, I hope
propriety, that 1 can
do not do practice what

it. you’ ve just

‘‘‘‘‘‘
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Brothers

oSS

One day when

Everyone else has

Confucius’ brothers, and I seem
disciple Sima to be the only one
Niu was quite
distraught, he

=
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AN RNENEAS

Someone once said,
“Life and death are due
to fate; wealth and
poverty are arranged by
Heaven.”
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If a gentleman is
deferential and cautious, if
he treats others with

respect and propriety,

Then everyone will consider him
his brother.

gentleman worry
about not having
brothers?
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The People’s Trust

If not all of these can
be met, which one is
most expendable?

Food should be sufficient,
the military should be
adequate, and the people
should trust the
government.

Zigong asked
Confucius about
the principles of

governing.

And of the
remaining two,
which is most
expendable?
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The food.
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Ever since ancient times ) '{

there have been death and E
destruction, but if a B

government does not hold

the trust of the people, it

will not last.
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Assist in
the

This man is quite
good. Employing
him will be no
mistake. A gentlemen
assists others in
good and doesn’t

assist in bad.

He’s not bad. It
would be worth it to
work with him,

A lesser man does
the opposite.

That guy is
lousy. Whatever
you do, don’t

He’s horrible.
Don’t work
under him.
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Making
Friends

Zengzi said:
A gentleman makes friends
through his culture;

And through his friends, he
cultivates his own benevolence.
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If one cannot

rectify one’s
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Rectifying
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Patience and
Prescience

Zixia gained a
position as
prefect of Jufu.

One day, he asked
Confucius about the
principles of governing.

Do not hurry success;
do not focus on
expediency.

If you hurry success,
you will fail in your
duties;

If you focus on
expediency, you will
not accomplish great
things.
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Greed Is Shameful

Yuan Xian asked
Confucius about the
meaning of shame.

But to do the same
when the government
is corrupt,

When the government is
just, it’s o.k. to take A
office and receive a salary;
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omeone The The courage of
who has the uncov- Zhuangzi of Bian,
intelligence etousness
of the wise of Meng
official Zang Gongchuo
Wauzhong, ’

But now when we speak of acomplete person, it
needn’t be the same. If one can just think of
what’s right in the face of temptation, sacrifice
oneself in the face of danger, and honor past
promises, this person can be considered complete!
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And the talent of Ran Qiu,
together with a knowledge of
propriety and music, can be TS —
considered complete.
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If one whose speaking of it is
immodest, his carrying it out
will be difficult!
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Extravagant

in Deeds

A gentleman is
modest in words,

And extravagant in deeds.

He does a lot,
and he does it
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Zigong liked to
criticize the faults

Stones

ing

.
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As for me, 1 don’t have
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A good horse is praised
not for its strength,

A Good
Horse
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How to Treat
One’s Enemies

e o

Confucius was
once asked:

Should I repay an
enemy with
kindness?
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Understanding
Confucius
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I bear no grudge against
Heaven, and I do not
blame others. [ leam

from the affairs of people,
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Applying myself to simple
things at hand, and
gradually I understand the
principles of Heaven.
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understands me!

one understands
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Zilu once put up for

the night outside of
Shimen in Qi
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Oh, you mean
the one who
knows he won’t
succeed but
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Stubborn

LY X

XXy >
w & eos0 0 p ......

E

lco 0000 00

Exc

00 020000 *o0

r )

Where are

1 come from
the house of

Confucius.
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A Wasted Life

T o SR Rk e S

o Once when Confucius’ old
. acquaintance Yuan Rang saw
Confucius coming, he
disrespectfully crouched down
and waited for him.

When you were
young, you didn’t
understand humility
r respect for elders.

And now you’re oid
and refuse to die.
What a disgrace!

With this, he rapped
the man on the shin
with his cane.
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Conditional
Service

Shi Yu certainly is an upright
and straightforward person!
When the government is just, he
dutifully takes his position. He's
as straight as an arrow.

F

(Vi

When the government is
corrupt, he tells it like it is!
He’s as straight as an arrow.

Qu Boyu certainly is a

gentleman! When the

govemnment is just, he
works as a minister,

And when the
government is corrupt,
he conceals his talents

and goes off by

himself.
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Before an artisan
does his job, he
must always grind
his tools first.

Cultivating | ,on, wsed
Benevolence | Corfucius how

to cultivate
benevolence in
onesclf.
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Living in any
country, one
should serve

under a capable
and virtuous
minister,

h‘\

And make friends
with benevolent
officers.
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Thinking
Ahead

In any matter, if m

one doesn’t think
far into the future,

Trouble will be
near at hand.
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Is there one word that can
act as a standard of

The Golden Rule
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Perhaps it would
be
“thoughtfulness”.

conduct for one’s whole
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Thinking vs.
Studying

In the past, I have gone all
day without eating,

LT

[ R

And spent all my time
thinking; but to no avail.

Gone all night without sleeping . . .

It is better to study.
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Yield to 0
No One

When an
opportunity to
practice
benevolence arises,

Excuse me! But
I believe I can
handle this matter

Do not yield even to of benevolence!

your teacher.
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There are three
things a gentleman

The Th ree must abstain from:
. In youth, when the
Temptations vital fluids have

yet to stabilize, the
abstention is lust.

In middle age, when the
vital fluids are fully
potent, the abstention -
is contentiousnes;

In old age, when the vital fluids have
subsided, the abstention is
acquisitiveness.
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The Nine
Considerations

There are nine
considerations a
gentleman should

keep in mind:

When listening, be
mindful of acuity,

For facial expressions, be
mindful of geniality,

For demeanor, be mindful of
deference, Be sincere . . .

‘When
speaking, be
mindful of
sincerity,

When acting, be mindful of
reverence,

(R When angry, be
inquiring, \ mindful of the

consequences,

N

When seeing the chance for
gain, be mindful of what is
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A passage from the Book of
Songs says that people aren’t
praised for their wealth but for

their extraordinary actions.

Praising Deeds
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Duke Jing of Qi had four thousand
horses, but when he died, the people

felt no reason to praise him.

On the other hand,
although Boyi and Shuqi
(brothers who refused the

crown out of principle)
starved to death at the foot
of Shouyang Mountain,
people praise them even
now. Do not the lines,
Praise stems not from
prosperity,
and only from the
extraordinary.
Refer to this?
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Peoples original natures are
nearly the same,

T

v 20 1 S E

N

different

But due to
educations and
environments,

They grow farther and
farther apart.

Nature vs.
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Zhong You, have you
heard about how the six
) virtues can become the
[ six defects?

The Six Defects

SR ugt
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Sit down, and
1’1l tell you.

com (oo ashn B OE wl O HG -+ & B

To love benevolence but not love learning is to slip into foolishness;
To love wisdom but not love leaming is to slip into vagaries;
. To love sincerity but not love leaming is to encounter harm;
To fove forthrightness but not love learning is to become rash;
To love courage but not love learning is to invite disaster;
To love strength but not love learning is to become wild.
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The Brazen
Burglar

A person who puts on
brazen airs, / })

Compared to

people from lower
walks of life,

While being cowardly
on the inside,

Is like the shameless
burglar that digs a whole
or scales a wall.
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Confucius and
Ru Bei

Ru Bei went to see
Confucius ...

teacher is ill and
can’t see you.

) Then Confucius took up his
" zither and intentionally

played and sang so loud that
Ru Bei could hear him.

Tell him

(that I’'mill
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Someone who, having eaten his
fill, goes about all day without
using his mind at all

Will have difficulty ever
accomplishing anything.

Aren’t there those
who play games all day?
This is still better than not
using your mind at all!




Maids and
Valets

Maidservants and attendants
are the most difficult people
to deal with.

If you get too close, they
lose their reserve;

Go away! Go
away! Your'e
so impolite!

And if you
distance yourself,
they complain.

Hmph! It looks
like our master
just doesn’t care
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An
Immature
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Someone who is
forty years old and still
goes about acting wickedly,

Will never do a single decent
thing his whole life!
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The infamous last emperor of the

l Shang dynasty was a hotrible and
Benevo ence ond depraved tyrant. Because of this, his

brother, the Viscount of Wei, keft him;
Duty

And another uncle named
Bigan admonished him
repeatedly and was finally
eviscerated.

His uncle, the Viscount
of Ji, was locked up and
made a slave because he
dared to admonish him;

The Shang
dynasty had three

benevolent men!
Approving of the mens

conduct, Confucius said:
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Crazy lJieyu

Forget it! Forget it!

Being an official
now is all too
dangerous!

A man from Chu named
Jieyu, who pretended to be
crazy to avoid government

service, passed by Confucius
one day singing a song:

Oh, phoenix! Oh, phoenix!
How virtue has declined!
You can’t get back the past,
But you can still catch up with

the future . . .

Confucius descended from his
carriage hoping to talk with
Jieyu. Jieyu, however, quickly
departed the area before
Confucius could say anything.




The Two Recluses

One day when the two recluses Chang Ju
and Jie Ni were out working their fields,
Confucius happened to pass by.
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Could you
please tell me
'where we may

cross the
river?

Go ask them
where we can
cross the river.

Who is that in
the carriage
holding the reins?
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Confucius of

Hmph
Lu? Thats right. e

Thats
Confucius.

e M
oo FOE"

Could you please

T [ odr s e A |

must know tell me where we
where to can cross the river
1
cross the

river
himself.
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The disciple of
Confucius of
Lu?

‘Who are you?

My name is
Zhong You.
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With every place in the
world in chaos, who is
there that can change
anything for the better?

It seems to me that instead of
following that man who avoids
wicked men, you would be
better off following men like us
who avoid the chaotic world.

After speaking, he Zilu returned
continued his work in and told
the field. Confucius what

they had said.

people, who shall we
live with?

We cannot live with the
birds and the beasts, so
if we don’t live with

If the world were peaceful
and harmonious, I wouldn’t
need to change anything.
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Being an
Example | -z

-+ 0 ah<

A gentleman’s - '.I'."I 3 \
transgressions are like an i o
eclipse of the sun or / o NS

moon. When it happens,
everyone can see it,

T r AR

And when its corrected,
everyone looks up in high 3N -
regard.
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(from Sima Qian’s The Historian’s Records)

The Disciples of Confuc
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Those whose strength lies in
governing are Ran You and Ji Lu.

And those whese strength lies in culture
and leaming are Ziyou and Zixia
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Surname: Yan

Given name: Hui

Coming of age name: Ziyuan
Home state: Lu

Years younger than Confucius:thirty

At the age of twenty-nine, Yan Hui’s
hair had already turned white, and he
passed away when he was only

thirty-two.
» At his death,
W= :
——==. Confucius
w\p\?\\\ wept with
- X momentous
grief.
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Master ...please
... try not to feel

Oh, my! T'll never
be able to transmit
the Way. I'm
finished! 1'm
finished!

Am 1 really grieving too

much? If I don’t grieve

for him, who else is there
to grieve for?

o S - G -l - e HY

>
=

TS o NE— [Hejiae

[ o BRTYIE—ioH - 2epcui] -

com e

¥
#
5
1
!
1
-y
n
%
%
i
#*
A
X
=24
#*
i
=l
#,
x
g
#
F:3
=)
4,
#n
&
i’g
i

.4
1
4,
S
&
A
z
Il

=

.
\

[o= Ao ST dr 2 wf - WS Neoh - 3

C e ENGENA o N4 AR - 2|1

[0 FEEFD - BN o BB - BEAN - e o Bty |

oI [ oo WeRE>TT - Elabom |

e

oM [0 dk

127




4

o RERH NS o kA S 3E

o MMaAMESH N - Arob TN [ oo mil N Bl DO i 33 3 N = i< 3F By |

|

7
rg
T
:
|

L
f
;

.. mLHﬁ

oo e 58 e g |

- TN - B - WS - BEREARTHEHET o NI HEA - MRS - Mt - R FEHN A M e

o R NUMTI - W RF - DEBFHX - RAET MR

{1
-

Sumame: Min

Given name: Sun

Coming of age name: Ziqian

Home state: Lu

Years younger than Confucius: fifieen

Confucius praised Min Zigian, saying:
Min Ziqian certainly practices filial virtue!
He serves his parents and loves his brothers.

Nobody has anything but praise
for how he treats his parents and
brothers.

He had great self-respect and integrity.
He didn’t serve as household minister
under powerful officials, nor did he
accept emoluments from foreign nobles.
It is for these reasons that he said to a
foreign emissary:

If you come looking for
me again, 1’1l be forced
to cross the Wen river
and leave the country
altogether.
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Surname: Ran

Given name: Yong

Coming of age name: Zhonggong
Home state: Lu

Years younger than Confucius:
lower class family

twenty-nine Came from a

Even though it is merely the
offspring of a plow ox, as long as
it has a pure cinnabar
coat and its horns are symmetrical,
it is qualified to be used in a
sacrificial ceremony.
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And although
someone may
object due to its
humble origins,

Would the gods
of the mountains
and rivers ever
refuse such an
offering?
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Surname: Zhong

Given name: You

Coming of age name: Zilu

Home state: Lu, Bian county

Years younger than Confucius: nine

With an inflammatory and straightforward
character, he was originally a coarse and
unrefined man who enjoyed fighting and
exhibiting his bravery. He was transformed
by Confucius. In his later years, he held the
position of chief magistrate of the city of Pu
in Wei. He was killed during a rebellion
that swept through Wei.

To wear worn clothes and stand

next to someone wearing furs and
leather yet not feel the leas. bit
ashamed- [’ m afraid only Zhong

You would be capable of that!

Zhong You’s studies have
achieved a certain level of
enlightenment; it’s just that
they have yet to attain
that realm of profundity.
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Surname: Zai

Given Name: Yu

Coming of age name: Ziwo

Home state: Lu

Age difference with Confucius unknown

With a sharp tongue and quick wit, this man was
a fine speaker and a good debater. Zai Yu held
the position of chief magistrate of Linzi, and
because he participated in the Tian Chang
uprising, he and his entire family were destroyed.
He also lost favor with Confucius.
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Suppose that a
benevolent man
were told that a
person had fallen
in a well, should
he jump in to

save him?
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A gentleman can be
deceived, but he cannot be
blinded by circumstance.
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Why should he do

that? A gentleman would go
to the side of the well to save
him, but he wouldn’t

Jump in;
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Surname: Duanmu

Given name: Si

Coming of age name: Zigong

Home state: Wei

Years younger than Confucius: thirty-one

Eloquent, a fine speaker, and a good debater, he enjoyed praising
other people’s merits, but at the same time, he would not ignore
their transgressions. More than once he helped
Lu and Wei resolve stalemates. He came from
a wealthy family, and being good at business,
o, he built up riches of a thousand gold pieces.
*  He died late in the state of Qi.

T

You are like a
useful implement.

Like what kind
of implement?

You are like the

richly-adorned Hu-li

sacrificial vessel in T >
the royal ancestral ED
temple! == 4

I<
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Surname: Pu

Given name: Shang

Coming of age name: Zixia

Home state: Wei, Wen region

Years younger than Confucius: forty-four
After Confucius died, Zixia took up residence
in the Xihe region of Wei, where he began
teaching and attracting followers of his own.
He also became the personal tutor to Marquis
Wen of Wei.

His son died young, and his grief over it
caused him to cry himself blind.

In the ancient songs it says:

Lovely smile and cheeks white

Beautiful eyes clear and bright

Plainness makes the pattern
right

What do these three lines

They mean that when you paint,
you first prepare a plain ground,
d then you add the pattern.

So what you are saying
is that people must first
possess virtue, and then
they should add
propriety as adornment.

You have enlightened me!
Poetry can only be
discussed with extremely
bright people like yourself!
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Surname: Tantai

Given name: Mieming

Coming of age name: Ziyu

Home state: Lu, city of Wu

Years younger than Confucius: thirty-nine

Ziya was known to -have a physique and countenance that
were quite ugly. Despite this, however, he was a man of
integrity. He traveled to southern China with a following
of about three hundred disciples. He established a code of
conduct for them, which he himself never violated. For
these reasons, his sterling reputation spread to noblemen
in the four corners of the land.
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Ziyou was the chief magistrate

Have you had the hel,
of the city of Wu. ve Y i

of any capable and
virtuous men there?
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And he only comes to
my residence for
official business.

There is one called
Tantai Mieming
who is strictly
law-abiding. He
never takes
short-cuts,
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Surname: Zeng

Given name: Shen

Coming of age name: Ziyu

Home state: Lu, southern part of the city of Wu
Years younger than Confucius: forty-six

Confucius saw in him a great propensity toward filial
virtue and so transmitted to him all that he knew
about the subject. Zeng Shen then wrote the Book of
Filial Virtue. He died late in the state of Lu.

Zeng Shen, there is
one thread connecting
all my thought.

He was referring to two words:
conscientiousness and
thoughtfulness!

What was he
referring to?
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Surmname: You
Given name: Ruo

H Coming of age name: Ziyou
#* Home state: Lu
A Years younger than Confucius: forty-three
=3 After Confucius died,his disciples missed him
¥ very much. Because You Ruo resembled Confucius
it in appearance,they elected him to be the new
+ master.
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L The practice of propriety Thckiay (c))tf: the
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antiquity, in
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But this in itself ( If harmony is not
did not assure regulated by propriety,

success. it cannot be put into

practice.
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Surname: Nangong

Given name: Kuo

Coming of age name: Zirong

Home state: Lu

Age difference with Confucius unknown

Confucius said in regard to Zirong, When the government
is just, he will certainly hold a post. When the government
is in chaos, he will maintain his integrity and protect
himself from harm. Confucius married his own niece to
him.
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Xia Yu and Hou
Ji, however, were

Hou Yi was a
great archer, and

Ao could row a not like this.
boat over land. They personally
Both of them were tilled the ficlds

mighty and and ended up

} being lords of the
whole land. Isn’t
that right?

courageous, but
neither died a
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This man is truly a
gentleman! How he
esteems virtue!

Confucius didn’t answer, and
Zirong departed.
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Surname: Gongxi

Given name: Chi

Coming of age name: Zihua
Home state: Lu

Years younger than Confucius:
forty-two

Once when Zihua was sent as
an emissary to the state of Qi,
Ran You asked for some grain
on behalf of Zihua’s mother.

.
Ve s

Ran You disregarded
what Confucius said
and gave her 130
bushels.
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bushel of grain.

Give her a

N

) All right.
2,'}1,(;“:;‘[; r:u")‘: Giver her two
than that? e
bushels.

For this trip to Qi, Gongxi Chi wears
light furs and drives a carriage pulled
by a fat horse. I have heard that a
gentleman aids people in distress but
does not add to another persons wealth.

>~

Afler Confusius found qut. he said:
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